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QUESNEL, BC – The first official collaborative effort between the Quesnel and District 
Museum & Archives and the First Nations people of our region to develop a museum 
exhibit is progressing well say those involved. 
 
“Footprints in Stone,” or “Nek’Oh Tse K’ut” in Carrier, is an exhibit featuring the four 
Southern Carrier First Nations. Organizers have set a target for a late-April 2006 
opening at the museum.  It was made possible through a grant from the Museums 
Assistance Program, Department of Canadian Heritage, Cariboo Chilcotin Aboriginal 
Training Education Centre and the City of Quesnel. 
 
Gathering the artifacts, photographs, details and stories of those from the bands in 
Nazko, Red Bluff, Kluskus and ’Ulkatcho has proven to be an arduous process. On a 
recent trip to Kluskus, Doreen Patrick, former Nazko chief and one of those putting 
the exhibit together, got stuck in a mud hole along the 60-kilometre stretch and had 
to spend the night on the roadside before hiking partway to Kluskus the following 
day. She was picked up by a band member along the way. But due to the remote 
location and several other hitches, including getting stuck in the same mud hole on 
the trip out, turned a three-day trip into an eight-day ordeal. 
 
“I was taking photographs and writing down oral histories, wondering if I was going to 
get out,” she said. “There are boulders and mud holes you wouldn’t believe.” 
 
Joan Goegan is the photographer/graphic designer commissioned to do the work for 
the exhibit. “We’ve been working in partnership with the Carrier people,” she 
explained. “A lot of the photography has been incredibly powerful.” 
 
There is an initial design laid out for the exhibit, which will represent the history, 
traditions, language, reserves, myths, legends, roles of women and elders, 
song/dance/art and the people through photographs, a booklet for the public to 
browse and a website. 
 
The collaboration between the First Nations population and the museum is something 
Curator Ruth Stubbs has been dreaming about for years. “It’s so wonderful,” she said. 
“I’m learning so much from Doreen and Joan. This whole process just opens doors to 
more partnerships like this one in the future.” 
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This release is available at www.city.quesnel.bc.ca under What’s New. 
 

For further information, please contact: 

Ruth Stubbs, Curator 
Phone: (250) 992-9580 
Fax: (250) 992-9680 
E-mail:  rstubbs@city.quesnel.bc.ca

Matt Wood, Communications Supervisor 
Phone: (250) 991-7475 
Fax: (250) 992-2206 
E-mail:  mwood@city.quesnel.bc.ca
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