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1. Introduction 
The City of Quesnel is seeking proposals from qualified proponents in response to this 
Request for Proposals (RFP) for the provision of Professional Planning and Professional 
Engineering Services. These services will prepare a revitalization plan for North Fraser Drive 
Landing, which will address the community's current needs. The revitalization plan must 
address the following topics: housing, 
transportation, human health, social 
conditions, sustainable development, efficient 
use of land, and promotion of future growth. 
 

2. Background  
North Fraser Drive Landing (“plan area”) is 
located in the West Village, west of the 
Downtown Core of Quesnel and across the 
Fraser River Bridge. The plan area is located 
along the river and within walking distance to 
various amenities, such as shops, health 
services, restaurants, and recreational areas. 
The Riverfront Trail network runs adjacent to 
the plan area, providing accessible trails to 
these amenities spaces and connectivity 
through the West Village. The plan area is 
approximately 28 acres and includes 201 
parcels – 20 parcels of which are commercial 
use, 23 are civic assembly and institution use, 
one lot is park space, and the remaining 157 
lots are residential. As the Zoning Bylaw is 
amended from time to time, refer to Figure 
1. for the current zoning in the area as many 
lots will be legally non-conforming.  
 
Quesnel’s Official Community Plan No. 1879 
(OCP) was adopted in 2019 and addressed a 
series of items under the District Area Vision 
Statement, such as a revitalization plan for 
North Fraser Drive Landing. The OCP states 
that the vision is to create a vibrant, inclusive, 
and culturally rich mixed-use area. 
Encouraging a mix of businesses, shops, 
cafes, restaurants and art studios would help 
create a warm welcome for West Quesnel. The 
combination of zones within the plan area will allow these different uses to flourish and 

Examples of suitable developments for 
flood zones are shown in the above 
photos; these would include carriage 
houses with a garages at grade, buildings 
with a raised first floor and parking 
below, or buildings with a raised 
foundation. 
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support a vast population. Council’s vision is to encourage market, non-market, and multi-
family housing that targets youth, seniors, couples and families. Low-density multi-unit 
residential housing such as duplexes, triplexes, fourplexes, and townhomes are highly 
recommended. 
 
The plan area is situated within the 200-year floodplain, with some parcels overlapping into 
the slope hazard area. The Chief Building Inspector must first inspect any parcels within the 
slope hazard area to determine if the parcels can be redeveloped and determine which 
measures must be taken, such as requirements for a Geotechnical assessment. The flood 
levels in the area range between 474.5 to 475 meters above sea level. All buildings must be 
located 30 meters from the Fraser River's natural boundary, except legally non-conforming 
buildings.  

These floodplain restrictions have placed significant barriers for future development. Any new 
development must elevate any habitable space and mechanical equipment above the flood 
levels. However, entry points and storage areas may be located below. Most buildings within 
the plan area were built in the mid-1950s and can be renovated to a certain extent. The 
Provincial Government has specific guidelines for developing existing buildings in floodplains. 
The Flood Hazard Area Land Use Management Guidelines allows buildings with legally non-
conforming elevations to increase their floor area by less than 25 percent, provided the 
setback is not decreased. The non-conforming structures can renovate the interior of 
buildings, and minor buildings such as storage buildings, porches or domestic greenhouses 
are permitted to increase livability.  
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3. Neighbourhood Project Area  
Figure 1. North Fraser Drive Landing Revitalization Area and Zoning Map
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Figure 2. North Fraser Drive Landing Floodplain – 474.1 to 475 Meters above Sea Level 
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4. Objectives  
4.1. Project Goal  

This project aims to develop a comprehensive revitalization plan that addresses the current 
needs of the community. Stakeholder and community engagement are critical aspects to 
identify the best use for North Fraser Drive Landing. The plan area is intended to apply broad 
objectives and goals that align with the current OCP visions and guidelines and utilize best 
planning practices. Proponents will need to work closely with the City Staff, Council, and 
policy to identify a clear vision.  

Scope of Services  

The North Fraser Drive Landing Revitalization Plan will be awarded to the most successful 
proponent. The plan will rely heavily on illustrations and conceptual drawings to help visualize 
the written components of the plan and help maintain community support. The plan will 
include, but is not limited to: Graphics, maps, images and design illustrations to clearly 
illustrate policies and objectives and types of expected developments and locations of 
expected land uses in the plan area: 

• A list of core values and principles that will guide future development;  
• Illustrative examples of core values and principles 
• A clear vision that conveys how the plan area will develop 
• Identify transportation corridors 
• Policies for preservation of cultural resources, environmentally sensitive areas and 

hazard avoidance 
• Graphics to illustrate the different types of development within the plan area 
 

4.2. Professional Planning Services Required  
4.2.1.   Project Manager  

• Regularly communicating with City of Quesnel, and confirming directions and 
concepts prior to fully forming policies 

• Project planning 
• Coordination of technical reporting and sub-consultants 
• Project budgeting and expenditure tracking 
 

4.2.2.   Public Engagement and Consultation Services  
• Develop a public engagement strategy. 

o Note the City has a subscription for Bang The Table and would request it 
be utilized for public engagement  

• Work directly with key stakeholders 
• Implement Covid19 best practices informed consultation processes if required 
• Survey and materials preparation 
• Facilitation of engagement events 
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• Documentation of engagement events and data collected 
• Prepare reports on engagement events  
• The develop and define consultation process to meet best practices and 

legislative requirements is required 
 

4.2.3.   Planning Services  
• Preparation of conceptual land use designations in the plan area 
• Preparation of policies plan 
• Development of mapping to support technical reporting and draft policies 
 

4.3. Deliverables  

1. A complete Revitalization Plan for North Fraser Drive Landing includes: 
a. A context statement describing how the revitalization plan is contributing to the 

broad objectives and policies of the Official Community Plan including any 
required land use designations to be considered within the area plan  

b. A summary of the public engagement process, targets and results from diverse 
participants 

c. The plan area, vision, broad objectives, policies, timing, phasing and actions for 
planning and land use, and related topics 

d. Comprehensive and clearly laid out list of proposed amendments necessary to 
achieve plan recommendations 

 
2. Final design illustration and plan for North Fraser Drive Landing that considers the OCP, 

Zoning Bylaw, the revitalization plan, and flood levels.  

4.4. City of Quesnel’s Role  
• Provide early and ongoing guidance throughout the process 
• To review the following prior to implementation:  

o Proponent is to define key concepts 
o Proponent is to identify stakeholders for public engagement 
o Proponent is to develop First Nations engagement 

• Support the technical reporting and planning services by supplying 
background information, mapping information, and existing technical reports 
 

5. Project Schedule  

The work shall commence upon award of the contract for this project, and shall be completed 
over the course of the neighbourhood plan process.  

 
1 Meet with City representatives 
2 Review existing neighbourhood and OCP 



 

9 
 

3 Public engagement process – include a wide range of stakeholders including 
residents, business owners, business association, First Nations, community 
organizations etc. 

4 Summary of what was heard: Constraints and Opportunities – review with 
staff at this stage  

5 Develop Design Guidelines, Concepts and Options – Review with the City and 
stakeholders 

6 Prepare final design illustrations for the range of built form and open space 
elements 

7 Present guidelines and design illustrations to staff and council upon delivery 
 

6. Information and Instructions for Proponent  
6.1. Project Management  

Project Manager: 
Melissa Pritchard  
City Planner  
T: 250-991-7449 
E: mpritchard@quesnel.ca 

 
No communications shall be directed to City Council or any Committee of the council without 
permission of City Staff. All correspondence must be directed to the Director of Development 
Services.  

6.2. Resources Available  

The City of Quesnel will provide the consultant with the following information: 

1. Official Community Plan 
2. Zoning Bylaw 
3. Floodplain mapping 
4. Sign Bylaw  
5. Other Applicable City Policies and Regulations, as requested 
 

6.3. Closing Date and Time  

Closing Date and Time: December 15, 2021, 4pm Local Time 
 

6.4. Timeline 
The following are the key target dates and events with respect to this RFP process. Such 
dates are not guaranteed and may change based upon circumstances. The timeline will be 
determined by the proponent, however, the completion date will be March 31, 2021. This 
RFP may be extended if there are no suitable applications received by the deadline. 

mailto:mpritchard@quesnel.ca


 

10 
 

Item Description Completion 
1 Issue Date  October 18, 2021 
2 Closing Date December 15, 2021 
3 Completion date March 31, 2021 

 

6.5. Form of Proposal Submissions 

Please submit proposals electronically in pdf format in a single document not to exceed 9.8 
MB. Email to mpritchard@quesnel.ca. It is the responsibility of the proponent to confirm 
receipt of submission.  

6.6. Evaluation 

Each proposal submitted will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 

                                             Points  
Cost 30 
Methodology and Approach  25 
Qualification and Resource Allocation 25 
Schedule of Phases and Completion Dates  10 
Quality of Past Projects and References  10 
Total  100 

 

mailto:mpritchard@quesnel.ca
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