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CNC respectfully acknowledges 
the traditional and unceded
territories of the Lhtako Dene 
First Nation, with their kind hearts 
and generous ways of being 
which allow us to do our work in 
this place



How can the College of New Caledonia best assist 
the transition of the forestry industry in the central 

interior of BC?
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We need to be good listeners:

First Nations
Industry
Community stakeholders
Municipal governments
Academic partners



CNC’s Role in Forestry Management Training 

How do we train the 
workforce that we 
need to manage 
forests and 
manufacture 
products?
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CNC’s Role in Forestry Management Training 

Valtimo, Finland
- Mikko Saarimaa – Forestry Education Manager
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An example of training at the Forest Machine 
Training Center in Valtimo, Finland
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CNC’s Role in Forestry Management Training 

Riveria Training compound in Valtimo
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How do we retain 
workers in the new 
forest industry? 

Contribution to forest sustainability 
Work in, and care for the forest
Community safety (wildfire mgmt.)
Cool technology
Decision making in the machine
Flexible shifts/hours?
Good pay
Value added production work, if 
you don’t want to work in the forest
*see the possibilities from 
Gustavo’s presentation about 
value-added product possibilities
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Rich working experience 
enhancing forest viability and 
habitat sustainability, while 
improving community resilience 
to wildfire – these are the reasons 
to work in the industry



How do we recruit and retain workers 
in rural communities?

• Place to live – accommodation solved
• Affordability and lifestyle 
• Access to ongoing training and upgrading through 
CNC’s Regional Campuses through initiatives like the 
recently announced Future Skills Grant

• Access to outdoor amenities *see walking and bike 
trails among the many other ways to connect with the 
natural environment which is a strength of this region
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