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WELCOME!
#QUESNEL2030  
OUR CITY, OUR PLAN 

The City of Quesnel is updating the Official Community Plan to align with the City’s 
rebranding strategy and to plan for the future! As part of this process, the City wants 

to hear your ideas on how the City can evolve as it looks towards the year 2030.

ENGAGE WITH US! 
www.quesnel.ca/OCP2030.html

Tweet us!
@cityofquesnel  

Fill Out a Survey From 
November 3rd to  

November 18th, 2016 

Visit Our  
Facebook Page!
@cityofquesnel 

Submit a Photo For Your  
Chance to Win a Prize!
Until January 15th, 2017

Info@cityspaces.ca 

 

TALK TO US! 
The Project Team is available  

to talk with you 
 at these neighbourhood 

pop-up events and 
future engagement activities!
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Why Do We Ask?

Knowing who participated today will help tell the 
story of this event. It also helps us identify who may 
not be participating in the conversation.

TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF

WHICH NEIGHBOURHOOD 
 DO YOU LIVE IN?

WITHIN THE CITY?

UPLANDS

RIVERVIEW

WEST QUESNEL/LOWER FLATS  
(NEAR CORRELIEU)

NORTH FRASER DRIVE

DOWNTOWN

NORTH QUESNEL

JOHNSTON NEIGHBOURHOOD

RACING ROAD AREA

SOUTH HILLS

OUTSIDE THE CITY?

BOUCHIE LAKE

DRAGON LAKE

RED BLUFF

OTHER

DO YOU RENT OR OWN?

RENT OWN

WHAT IS YOUR AGE?

19 AND UNDER

20 TO 34

35 TO 49

50 TO 64

65+

PLACE YOUR DOTS

PLACE YOUR DOTS

PLACE YOUR DOTS
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What is an OCP?

An Official Community Plan (OCP) provides goals, 
objectives and policies to help guide decisions on 
land use, growth management, housing, employment, 
the environment, parks and recreation, arts and 
culture, community well-being, and infrastructure. 

Why Update the OCP?

The OCP is intended to be reviewed every 5 
to 10 years to respond to changing community 
conditions. Since 2007, the City has undertaken 
several community studies and as the Parks Master 
Plan and Active Transportation Plan, that need to 
be reflected in the OCP. Updating the OCP is also 
an opportunity to align with the City’s re-branding 
strategy to be more livable in the years ahead.

City of Quesnel Branding Strategy “The City of Quesnel exists 
to enrich life through natural opportunity, and therefore 
promises to enable opportunities for a thriving community. In 
everything we do, we are naturally courageous, and as a result 
we will be described as trail blazing, sustainable, accessible 
and fun.” 
             - The City of Quesnel Re-Branding Strategy

WHAT IS AN OCP?
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Finalize the OCP

Update the Zoning Bylaw

Implementation Framework

Draft the OCP 

Draft Zoning Bylaw Implications 

Community Consultation Round 2! 
Survey II, Photo Contest Winners,  
Public Open House

Bylaws Committee Update + 
Council Update

Community Consultation 
Launch! Survey I,  
Photo Contest, Public Forum, 
Neighbourhood Pop-Up Events, 
Staff Workshop

Policy Directions, Bylaws 
Committee Update +  
Council Update 

Project Start-Up Community Tour 

Bylaws Committee Update,  

Staff Workshops 

Background Review + Research

Discussion Papers on Housing, 
Commercial Planning +  
Urban-Rural Fringe

PROCESS

PHASE 2 (FALL 2016) 
BIG IDEAS + POLICY DIRECTIONS

PHASE 1 (SUMMER 2016)  
SETTING THE CONTEXT

PHASE 3 (WINTER 2016/17) 
CREATING THE PLAN 

PHASE 4 (SPRING 2017) 
TRAIL BLAZING TOWARDS 2030

W
E

 A

RE HERE
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Who We Are

Quesnel is a resilient community that has experienced 
times of growth and decline. Over the past 4 years, 
the City has seen a population decline of + 1,000 
people.

How We Live

There are 4,335 dwelling units in the City of Quesnel. 
The majority is single-detached housing, and 
complemented by a mix of 5-storeys apartments, row 
houses, duplexes and mobile homes. 

Quesnel has rebounded from historically high rental 
vacancy rate, from 17% in 2010 to 5% in 2015. 

DEMOGRAPHICS

Single-Detached 

Semi-Detached

Mobile Homes

Duplexes 

Rowhomes 

Apt. < 5 Storeys

61%

3%

5%

7%

3%

20%

9%

17%

12% 12%

9%

5% 5%

2009

Total Vacancy for All Rentals

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

19 years and under 

20-34

35-49

50-64

65+ 

16%
22%

19%
17%

25%

Quesnel Age Mix

Quesnel Housing Mix

Quesnel Rental Vacancy
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Looking ahead to the year 2030, there are many 
possible paths for Quesnel’s population.
 
Two growth scenarios have been generated to help 
the City plan for meeting the changing needs of the 
community. 

Moderate Growth Scenario assumes net migration 
to Quesnel is 100 people/year, matching the 
demographic pattern observed between 2006 to 
2011. Under this scenario, the population of Quesnel 
would expect to grow by 703 people with a total 
population of 9,862 by the year 2030. 

No Growth Scenario assumes net migration is zero. 
Natural increase is slightly negative in future years, 
leading to a minor population decline. Under this 
scenario, the population of Quesnel would expect to 
decline by 81 people with a total population of 9,079 
by the year 2030.

POPULATION GROWTH 
 PROJECTIONS

-81 +703

No Growth Scenario
Pop Est. 9,079

2030

Today
Pop Est. 9,160

Moderate Growth Scenario
Pop Est. 9,862

2030
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Looking ahead to the year 2030, housing demand 
projections were analyzed based on:

Status Quo, which assumes that housing maintainer 
rates by age and housing type in Quesnel remain 
constant.

Extra Multi-Unit, which assumes less demand for 
single-detached homes, and an increase demand for 
more multi-unit homes by 2.5%.

HOUSING 
 DEMAND PROJECTIONS

Do you think there will be 
more demand for multi-
unit homes in Quesnel like 
duplexes, row houses, and 
apartments in the future?  
Why?

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT!

-110 Single-Detached

+41 Mobile Homes

+38 Multi-Unit

-248 Single-Detached

+41 Mobile Homes

+175 Multi-Unit

+42 Single-Detached

+55 Mobile Homes

+113 Multi-Unit

-107 Single-Detached

+55 Mobile Homes

+263 Multi-Unit

NO GROWTH
Same Housing Mix

NO GROWTH
Change Housing
Mix With More  

Multi-Units

MODERATE 

GROWTH
Same Housing Mix

MODERATE GROWTH
Change Housing
Mix With More  

Multi-Units

PLACE YOUR 

DOTS 

4 Scenarios For The Year 2030 
What Is Your Preference?

A B C D
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VISION - ENVIRONMENT, SUSTAINABILITY,  
PARKS + RECREATION, ARTS + CULTURE 

The OCP will provide policies that implement the City’s established vision for the 
environment, sustainability, parks and recreation, and arts and culture. These policies 
are supported by recent City initiatives including the Environmental Sensitive Areas 
Inventory (2015), the Parks, Green Space and Outdoor Recreation Master Plan (2015), 
and the Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (2013). 

Arts + Culture

•  Protect and celebrate our past and our potential, including 
First Nations heritage and culture.

•  Encourage a modern and diverse arts and culture scene.

Parks + Recreation

•  Retain and maximize existing parks and recreation 
infrastructure, rather than expanding.

•  Leverage trails and outdoor recreation for potential 
community economic development.

Environment + Sustainability

•  Responsibly manage ecosystems, natural areas, parks and 
natural resources.

•  Protect designated riparian areas and areas of significant 
mature forests.

•  Manage future development with consideration of 
environmental impact.

•  Help reduce greenhouse gas emissions at the  
community level.

Do you have any specific ideas to celebrate First Nations history? What kinds of 
changes to land use and development could support a modern and diverse arts and 
culture scene in Quesnel?THINGS TO 

 THINK ABOUT!

QUESNEL2030 VISION
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VISION - SOCIAL WELL-BEING

The OCP will provide policies that implement the City’s established vision for creating 
an inclusive, engaged, proud, accessible and age-friendly community. These policies 
are supported by recent City initiatives including the Active Transportation Plan (2016) 
and the Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (2013). 

Healthy Community

•  Provide access to health services and support technological 
advances in service delivery.

•  Integrate locally grown food systems.

•  Encourage a physically, mentally and culturally healthy City.

Proud + Engaged

•  Retain strength, passion and pride in our community.

•  Provide opportunities to promote an engaged and skilled 
community.

•  Be collaborative and nurture a safe community with reduced 
crime and poverty.

Inclusive, Age-Friendly + Accessible

•  Create an accessible, affordable and safe community for 
residents of all ages and cultures, from childhood to seniors.

•  Engage in meaningful reconciliation and collaborate with 
local First Nations including identifying opportunities to 
recognize First Nations heritage in civic properties and 
public spaces.

What kind of changes to the built environment or land use do you think should 
happen in Quesnel to create a more inclusive, age-friendly, accessible, healthy and 
engaged community?THINGS TO 

 THINK ABOUT!

QUESNEL2030 VISION
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VISION - TRANSPORTATION + MOBILITY, 
INFRASTRUCTURE + ASSETS

The OCP will provide policies that implement the City’s established vision for 
transportation and mobility, as well as infrastructure and assets. These policies are 
supported by recent City initiatives including the Active Transportation Plan (2016),  
the City’s Asset Management Policy (2015), and the Integrated Community 
Sustainability Plan (2013). 

Infrastructure + Assets

• Optimize the use of available resources and infrastructure.

•  Manage and maintain assets in a systematic, sustainable and 
financially viable manner.

•  Consider the long term cost implications of land use and 
development decisions.

Transportation + Mobility

•  Provide accessible, affordable, safe, convenient, sustainable 
and cost-effective year round transportation of people, 
vehicles and goods.

•  Expand, enhance and maintain walking and cycling 
connections.

•  Support multi-modal transportation, including public  
transit, with end-of-trip facilities, pedestrian amenities and  
streetscape enhancements.

How do we meet the needs of Quesnel’s changing demographics and develop 
housing, employment lands, transportation, and commercial areas in the future while 
optimizing the cost and maintenance of the City’s roads, servicing and utilities?

QUESNEL2030 VISION

THINGS TO 
 THINK ABOUT!
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VISION - ECONOMY

The OCP will provide policies that implement the City’s established vision for the 
economy and where we work. These policies are supported by the City’s Airport 
Business Plan (2015), Investment Attraction Strategy (2015), Re-Branding Strategy 
(2016), and the Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (2013).

Industrial Areas + Employment Lands

• Efficiently utilize the City’s existing industrial lands inventory.

•  Encourage sustainable industrial operations while protecting 
air quality, conserving energy and water, and maintaining 
toxic-free environments.

•  Attract investment opportunities including wood product 
manufacturing, mining supply and support, horticulture and 
agri-food processing.

Sustainable Economic Growth + Diversification

•  Encourage economic diversity and resiliency through 
building on the area’s natural resources and support 
emerging sectors.

•  Support job growth to retain and sustain Quesnel’s 
population.

•  Support initiatives that increase access to employment 
opportunities and livable wages.

•  Support effective and widespread infrastructure including 
communications technology.

Is there an opportunity to match emerging economic and employment sectors on 
lands located along the Highway 97 North Corridor?

QUESNEL2030 VISION

THINGS TO 
 THINK ABOUT!
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Low Density Infill

Secondary Suite

A self-contained accessory dwelling unit that has its 
own kitchen, sleeping area and washroom. Increases 
rental housing options, and density while retaining 
neighbourhood character, and efficiently uses 
municipal infrastructure and land. Suites generate 
rental income for homeowners.

Laneway House

A detached secondary suite with access to a lane, 
with an attached parking garage or adjacent parking 
pad. These homes are typically 800 to 1,200 square 
feet and meet the rental needs for households such as 
seniors, couples, and small families.

Coach House

Similar to “laneway houses” with respect to form as 
a detached secondary suite, but do not need a lane 
to access the unit. Coach houses work well on large 
lot residential properties, typically as detached units 
above a one or two-car garage. 

Compact Lot Single Detached

Smaller lot and modest sized single detached home. 
These homes work well in mature, established 
neighbourhoods as a way to increase homeownership 
options with better use of municipal infrastructure and 
land.

Duplex 

A single building divided into two units. Unit 
arrangement can be side by side, front to back, or up 
and down.   

Triplex 

Three units either in a single building or in two or three 
separate buildings.

Moderate Density Infill

Quadraplex 

Four units either in a single building or in separate 
buildings.

Pocket Neighbourhood / Cluster Housing

A group of detached freehold homes that can range 
from small scale (cluster of 4) to medium scale 
(cluster of 8 to 12).

Row House

Residential units without side yard setbacks, with a 
shared common wall with a unit on a least one side. 
Lanes are typically required to accommodate parking 
on each individual lot.

Townhouse

Ground oriented dwelling units which include 
individual exterior entrances, a private outdoor space, 
ranging in scale and size of units.

Apartments

Multi-unit residential, less than five stories, ranging in 
unit sizes from one, two, and three bedrooms. Includes 
rental and homeownership.

Mixed-use Residential

Multi-unit residential, less than five stories, with 
ground-oriented commercial, retail or office space. 
Unit sizes can range from one, two, and three 
bedrooms. Includes rental units homeownership.

HOUSING INSPIRATION

Consider these housing types when thinking about the future of Quesnel and its 
neighbourhoods.
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Pedestrian Median

Wide street that is narrowed to 
accommodate both vehicular traffic 
and public space, creating landmarks or 
gateways and calm traffic to facilitate a 
more pedestrianized environment.

Parklet

A sidewalk extension that provides 
more usable public space (temporary 
or semi-permanent) for people on 
streets.

Corner Plaza

Corner plazas are found at street 
corners that are larger, more open, 
or more prominent than the typical 
intersection.

Boulevard Parks

An adaptation of an existing boulevard 
area to park-like setting.

Lane and Narrow Streets

Under-utilized lanes that can be 
transformed into safe, vibrant, people-
friendly connectors. Can include Lane 
Canvas (expansive blank wall used for 
for street art), Lane Carpet (wall to 
wall road treatment), and Lane Ceiling 
(lighting in the laneway). 

Feature Intersections

Can create “gateways” including 
Intersection Canvas (paint or pattern), 
Intersection Carpets (crosswalks 
featured) Intersection Canopy (hanging 
features creates and Intersection 
Markers), (i.e. tall sculptures or other 
identifying feature).

Mid-Block Connections/Breezeway

Exterior public pedestrian route at street 
level providing mid-block pedestrian 
links along longer blocks.

Consider these public realm and great street ideas when thinking about the future of 
Quesnel and its neighbourhoods.

PUBLIC REALM +  
GREAT STREETS INSPIRATION

The Public Realm includes all exterior social spaces in the City 
that are generally open and accessible to people regardless 
of ownership including streets, lanes, greenways, bridges, 
squares, plazas, parks, linkages, transit stops, views, the 
riverfront, street furniture, lighting and public art.

Great Streets means making 
streets destinations – places for 
people to be, rather than places to 
just move through.
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WEST QUESNEL 
COMMERCIAL HUB

Re-envisioning West Quesnel Village and Anderson Drive

West Park Mall is a commercial anchor for West Quesnel with its convenient retail 
and grocery. Other commercial spaces in are spread thinly along Anderson Drive 
with extended vacancies and aging building conditions. At the same time, the City 
needs to consider introducing more housing options to meet changing community 
demographics, including homes for empty nesters, independent seniors, singles, 
persons living with a disability, young families, single parent families, and youth/young 
adults.

What do you think about…..

Great Idea Not so great Comments

Concentrating commercial uses to West 
Park Mall to create a vibrant compact 

commercial shopping hub

Infill small areas of West Park Mall’s 
surface parking lot along Anderson 

Drive with commercial and/or mixed-
use residential to create an attractive 

gateway to West Quesnel

Revitalize Anderson Drive with 
repurposing and/or redeveloping 
commercial areas that are spread 
along Anderson Drive into mixed-
use residential with retail or other 

public uses on the ground floor with 
apartments above

Revitalize Anderson Drive with 
repurposing and/or redeveloping 

commercial areas that are spread along 
Anderson Drive into medium density 
residential, such as row houses and 

apartments

PLACE YOUR DOTS PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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WEST QUESNEL 
NORTH FRASER DRIVE

Re-envisioning North Fraser Drive Landing

The North Fraser Drive area (Early Avenue/Ewing Avenue/Elliott Street with 
connection to Evans Drive and Hay Street on the River Rock Hill) is currently a mix 
of older housing stock, motels and businesses, and designated for future commercial 
development.

With riverfront views, access to the footbridge, and walking/cycling distance from 
the downtown, this area could be transformed into a fun destination for locals and 
tourists, becoming a magnet to draw people from the downtown to West Quesnel.

What do you think about…..

Great Idea Not so great Comments

Enhancing the streetscape, landscape, 
safety amenities and public realm in the 
North Fraser Drive area to create a more 

warm, inviting and vibrant landing

Transition the area along North Fraser 
Drive near the footbridge as a place 
of mixed use commercial/residential 
with local businesses, restaurants and 

possibly live-work residential

Create a Brewery Arts District, 
potentially including craft breweries, 

urban winery, distillery, restaurants and 
related shops, cafes, combined with 
arts/maker spaces, live-work artist 

studios, and indoor live music venue

Encourage Social Enterprises and co-
location of non-profit and community-

based agencies including a mix of 
market and non-market housing

PLACE YOUR DOTS PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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WEST QUESNEL HOUSING

Meeting Our Changing Housing Needs

Looking ahead to the year 2030, housing demand projections suggest a declining 
demand for single detached homes in Quesnel, and a greater need for multi-unit 
housing such as row houses, duplexes, triplexes, and apartments.

These projections reflect the need to provide more housing options for empty nesters, 
independent seniors, singles, persons living with a disability, young families, single 
parent families, and youth/young adults.

What do you think about transitioning some of the housing mix in West Quesnel to 
meet the changing demographic needs anticipated for the future…..

Great Idea Not so great Comments

Infill part or all of Rolph Street Park / 
Old Cariboo Field into ground-oriented 
housing such as compact detached lots, 

pocket neighbourhoods, and/or row 
houses and townhouses

Introduce laneway housing in  
select areas

Revitalize Anderson Drive with mixed-
use residential and commercial

Revitalize Anderson Drive with medium 
density residential development such as 

townhouses and apartments

PLACE YOUR DOTS PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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WEST QUESNEL MAP

 XWhat streets do you think need attention to improve connections in the West Village? 

 XWhere do you see different public realm ideas being incorporated into West Quesnel? 

 XWhere do you think commercial uses should be concentrated? 

 X  Are there any areas in West Quesnel that you think could be revitalized through a housing 
development initiative? 

 X  Are there areas in West Quesnel that you think could be enhanced with more child-friendly, youth-
friendly, family-friendly or senior-friendly amenities or features? 

 X Where should ground-oriented multi-unit housing be located? 

 X Provide any other comment on the future use and development of land in West Quesnel!

Provide Your Comments and Ideas For West Quesnel! 

PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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DOWNTOWN - CREATING GREAT STREETS 
 AND CONNECTING TO THE RIVERS

Creating Great Streets and Connecting to the Rivers

Quesnel has a concentration of commercial, small format retail, institutional and 
government offices located in the downtown core. Front Street and Reid Street are 
the most visible and animated blocks. New and enhanced amenities, such the North 
Cariboo Arena, engage and attract people. The Downtown Development Plan has 
provided direction on future improvements, gateways and priority streets.

There are opportunities to enhance the downtown by continuing to support 
businesses, prioritize the pedestrian and cyclist experience, enhance the public realm 
and streetscape design, promote arts and culture, emphasize views of the Fraser and 
Quesnel Rivers, activate and animate intersections, and identify and create Great 
Streets.

What do you think about…..

Great Idea Not so great Comments

Continue to highlight Reid Street as 
a Great Street, the main pedestrian 

corridor, enhancing with public realm 
improvements

Continue to transform St. Laurent 
Avenue into a Great Street

Transform Barlow Avenue into a Great 
Street including creating pedestrian-
oriented nodes activated by indoor 

and/or outdoor farmers market, crafts, 
hobby shops, music and seasonal retail

PLACE YOUR DOTS PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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What do you think about…..

Great Idea Not so great Comments

Activate underutilized lanes into safe, 
vibrant, pedestrian and cycling-friendly 
connectors supported by landscaping, 

active art walls and lane canvasses. 
Include prioritizing a breezeway 

connector between Reid Street, McLean 
Street and Kinchant Street

Infill select under-utilized sites and 
parking lots into mixed-use commercial 
and residential buildings, similar to the 
project located on the corner of Reid 

Street and St. Laurent Avenue

Improve connection between the 
downtown to the Quesnel River

Repurpose the City’s public works yards 
adjacent to the Quesnel River into a 

destination for locals and visitors, such 
as recreation, restaurant or cafe

Collaborate with local First Nations on 
establishing a cultural destination, in the 
downtown or at the confluence of the 

Fraser and Quesnel Rivers

DOWNTOWN - CREATING GREAT STREETS 
 AND CONNECTING TO THE RIVERS

PLACE YOUR DOTS PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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DOWNTOWN 
RE-ENVISIONING CARSON AVENUE

Creating a Gateway Magnet into the Downtown

Highway 97 routes through Quesnel via Carson Avenue, branching into the downtown 
through Reid Street, McLean Street and Kinchant Street. Carson Avenue is the 
gateway to Downtown Quesnel, but often perceived as an obstacle for commuter 
traffic and not a destination or draw into the downtown core. Carson Avenue 
is also the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, has 
minimal streetscape and public realm features, and limited pedestrian and cycling 
infrastructure.

With limitations, there is an opportunity to re-envision Carson Avenue as a formal 
downtown gateway.

What do you think about…..

Great Idea Not so great Comments

Re-envisioning Carson Avenue as a 
Great Street, creating a gateway to the 
downtown and making a positive first 

impression

Enhance the streetscape, landscape, 
safety amenities and public realm along 
Carson Avenue to create a more warm, 
inviting and vibrant area and positive 

first impression to the downtown, 
including for pedestrians

Re-locate the auto dealerships outside 
of the downtown, potentially to the 
South Quesnel commercial area, and 

repurpose the downtown lands to more 
street-friendly commercial uses

PLACE YOUR DOTS PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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DOWNTOWN  
RE-ENVISIONING NORTH QUESNEL

Meeting Our Changing Housing Needs

Adjacent to the Downtown is Quesnel’s most mature residential neighbourhoods, 
North Quesnel. This area is home to older, single-detached bungalows and compact 
small homes, as well as multi-unit residential housing. This area is walkable to services, 
amenities, shops, schools and recreation in the downtown. 

Some of the housing stock in North Quesnel is aging, and housing projections 
suggest a declining demand for single detached homes in the future, with a greater 
need for multi-unit housing such as row houses, duplexes, triplexes, and apartments. 
Given the proximity to the downtown and established servicing and infrastructure, 
North Quesnel is a well-suited to transform towards providing more housing options 
for Quesnel residents in the years ahead. This includes housing for empty nesters, 
independent seniors, singles, persons living with a disability, young families, single 
parent families, and youth/young adults. 

What do you think about….. 

Great Idea Not so great Comments

Encourage ground-oriented multi-unit 
residential housing including duplexes, 

triplexes and row houses

Introduce laneway housing  
in select areas

Concentrate low to medium density 
residential such as stacked townhouses 

and apartments less than 5 storeys

Continue to encourage thoughtful 
transition between the downtown and 
North Quesnel through concentrating 
mixed-use residential and commercial 

development within the downtown and 
blocks immediately adjacent to the 

downtown, but not throughout  
North Quesnel

PLACE YOUR DOTS PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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DOWNTOWN MAP

 X Where could different public realm ideas be incorporated into the downtown? 

 X What downtown blocks do you think could be transformed into “Great Streets”? 

 X  Are there any underutilized areas or parking lots that could be enhanced with infill 
development, such as mixed-use residential and commercial development? 

 X  Are there any underutilized lanes that could be transformed into pedestrian and cycling friendly 
connectors with landscaping, art, and lighting? 

 X  Do you have any ideas about connecting people to the riverfronts?  
(i.e. recreation, cafes, art?) 

 X  What ideas do you have to recognize First Nations heritage and culture into future 
developments in the downtown? 
 

Provide Your Comments and Ideas For Downtown and North Quesnel

PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES



23

SOUTH QUESNEL 
COMMERCIAL AREA

Transforming the Commercial Area

South Quesnel has a concentration of large format retail and highway commercial 
development. There is available land suitable to retailers, restaurants and service 
establishments requiring larger space and high visibility.

The current development has a challenging internal road, under-utilized sites, 
vacant serviced sites, discontiguous landscaping, and limited pedestrian and cycling 
connections. The types of commercial uses in this area to be encouraged is unclear. 
There is an opportunity to improve the future development of this area through land  
use policy.

What do you think about…..

Great Idea Not so great Comments

Formalize a Gateway into Quesnel from 
Highway 97 South through enhanced 

streetscape, landscape and public realm 
design in the South Commercial area

Re-envision Maple Park Mall with infill 
development on the surface parking 
lot with commercial and employment 

opportunities

Repurpose vacant and under-utilized 
commercial lands for the horticulture 

sector

Repurpose vacant and under-utilized 
commercial lands for agri-food 

processing

Mixing uses in this area to include both 
commercial uses and medium density 

residential development

Limiting commercial uses so that 
office, health, and financial institutions 

continue to be concentrated downtown.

PLACE YOUR DOTS PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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SOUTH QUESNEL HOUSING

Meeting Our Changing Housing Needs

South Quesnel is home to large lot residential development. It is characterized as 
country residential, with close proximity to natural amenities and commercial area. 
While this area is highly desirable for its rural country residential feel, it has a high cost 
for servicing and infrastructure on a unit per area basis. There may be opportunities to 
utilize land and infrastructure efficiently in this area while retaining the neighbourhood 
character, such as introducing low density housing forms including coach houses. 
 
 

 
What do you think about transitioning some of the housing mix in South Quesnel to 
meet the changing demographic needs anticipated for the future…..

Great Idea Not so great Comments

Introduce coach houses 
 in select areas

Encourage secondary suites

Coach houses are similar to “laneway houses” with 
respect to their form as a detached secondary suite. The 
difference is Coach Houses do not need a lane to access 
the unit. Coach houses work well on large lot residential 
properties, typically as detached units above a one or two-
car garage. Coach houses work well in mature, established 
neighbourhoods as a way to increase rental housing 
options and better use of municipal infrastructure and land.

PLACE YOUR DOTS PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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SOUTH QUESNEL - MAP

 X  Where could different public realm ideas be incorporated into the South Quesnel 
commercial area? 

 X  Do you think the South Quesnel commercial area could be enhanced by mixing uses? 
(i.e. residential and commercial uses). Are there other complimentary uses that would 
work well with what is already there?  

 X  What kind of infill development would you like to see in South Quesnel? 

 X  Are there areas in the South Quesnel commercial area that you think could be enhanced with 
more child-friendly, youth-friendly, family-friendly or senior-friendly amenities or features? 

 X  Provide any other comment on the future use and development of land in South Quesnel!

Provide Your Comments and Ideas For South Quesnel

PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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INDUSTRIAL LANDS

Re-envisioning the City’s Under-
Utilized Industrial Areas

The North side of the City, primarily lots located 
along Highway 97 North, is home to major industries 
and employers including forestry sector mills. Large 
tracts of land are currently in operation, however 
there are some under-utilized lands located along 
Highway 97 as a result of the recent downsizing and 
mill closures. 

The City has established policy to utilize existing 
industrial lands inventory, while also striving to 
attract wood product manufacturing, mining supply 
and support industries, and horticulture and agri-food 
processing industries. There may be opportunities 
to accommodate some of these emerging industries 
within the established industrial areas of the City.

Quesnel is also located within close proximity to the 
Asia Pacific Gateway and Corridor that connects 
the Port of Prince Rupert to Prince George’s CN 
Rail Intermodal and Distribution Facility. There 
is infrastructure capacity in this area for the 
transportation of goods and supporting economic 
development initiatives such as manufacturing, 
warehousing, freight forwarding and wholesale 
activities.
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Great Idea Not so great Comments

Retain and repurpose under-utilized 
employment lands for wood product 

manufacturing

Retain and repurpose under-utilized 
employment lands for mining support 

and supply

Repurpose and transition under-utilzed 
employment lands for commercial uses

Retain and repurpose under-utilized 
employment lands for horticulture

Retain and repurpose under-utilized 
employment lands for agri-food 

processing

Enhance the landscaping, safety 
amenities and traffic interface along the 
Highway 97 North corridor to create a 

more warm and inviting Gateway

Encourage multi-modal commuting for 
workers including cycling infrastructure

Re-envisioning the City’s under-utilized industrial areas

INDUSTRIAL LANDS

PLACE YOUR DOTS PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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INDUSTRIAL LANDS MAP

 X  What do you think would make the Highway 97 North Corridor area more attractive for 
business and investment? 

 X  What sites or areas do you think could accommodate some of Quesnel’s emerging sectors 
such as wood product manufacturing, mining supply and support, horticulture and agri-
food processing? 

 X  Provide any other comment on the future use and development of land along the Highway 97  
North Corridor!

Provide Your Comments and Ideas For Highway 97 North of Quesnel

PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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URBAN RURAL FRINGE AREA

Planning Sustainably with the Urban-Rural Fringe

Looking ahead to the year 2030, population growth projections and housing demand 
projections indicate there is limited demand for greenfield land, and much of future 
development can be accommodated within the current City boundaries. Development 
beyond the City’s boundaries would spread lower density into the suburbs that would 
be costly for infrastructure expansion and maintenance.

At the same time, there are already well established neighbourhoods within the 
Cariboo Regional District adjacent to the City. There are both challenges and 
opportunities to consider these areas of potential incorporation into the City. 

 X  Are there well established neighbourhoods outside the City boundaries that should be 
considered for future incorporation? Which areas? And why or why not?

Provide Your Comments and Ideas For Planning Sustainably With 
The Urban Fringe Area

PLACE YOUR STICKY NOTES
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CURRENT LAND USE MAP
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THANK YOU FOR  
PARTICIPATING IN THE 

#QUESNEL2030  
OCP UPDATE!

We hope you have had the opportunity to visit the information stations, talk with 
your neighbours, and share your comments with the Project Team.

Your comments will be considered when the Project Team drafts policies and 
directions for Quesnel’s future. You will have the opportunity to review and provide 

comments on the draft OCP before it is finalized. 
 

#Quesnel2030 Fill Out a Survey!@cityofquesnel Submit a Photo!


