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• Mean fire size: 1,634 ha’s

• Fire cycle: 47 years

• Mean burn rate (1869 – 1921): 0.58%

• Very large fires were rare but did occur 

(e.g., 1869, 1922, 1939)
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Kootenay National Park 2002

Shanks Fire
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5 to 10 years (in some 

cases up to 20+ years)

40 to 120 years¹ 40 to 80 years

¹Longer period of low flammability on cooler and steeper aspects.



These areas in the study 

experience multiple fires 

suggesting a pattern of 

predictable fire spread 

location.

Use as containers for fire and 

manage with managed 

wildfire or prescribed fire.

These areas may be good 

candidate sites for old forest
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