
The information contained 
in this newsletter will 
better acquaint you with 
the information you 
need regarding planning, 
development and building 
in the West Quesnel Land 
Stability Study Area.

If you have any questions 
after reading through 
this brochure, there are a 
number of ways to get more 
information.

Online:
www.quesnel.ca/WQLS

Telephone:
250-992-2111

E-mail:
cityhall@quesnel.ca

Staff Contacts:

Land Stability Project
Jack Marsh, Project Manager
jmarsh@quesnel.ca
(250) 991-7481 (direct line)

Building Permits
Erin Reed, Building Inspector
ereed@quesnel.ca
(250) 991-7461 (direct line)

.............................
WQLS Online

Did you know the City 
has an extensive resource 
library on the West Quesnel 
Land Stability website? Visit 
www.quesnel.ca/WQLS 
and you can download 
technical reports, meeting 
minutes and more.

Telephone: 250-992-2111 · Fax: 250-992-2206 · Visit our website at www.quesnel.ca  

A large, ancient landslide 
underlies a significant part 
of West Quesnel.  Land 
movement in the West 
Quesnel Land Stability Study 
Area has been occurring over 
a long period, but the rate 
of movement is slow (less 
than 75 mm (three inches) 
per year). This movement is 

highly dependent on annual 
precipitation and snow melt. 
The impacts on buildings and 
infrastructure are significant.

The area is an attractive, 
established residential 
community, including 940 
parcels of land, 750 homes, an 
elementary school and several 
businesses. The total value 

of the land, improvements, 
services and infrastructure in 
the study area exceeds $100 
million.

The area is important to  
the economic and social 
viability of the City of Quesnel 
and is home to more  
than 20% of the City’s 
population.

About the West Quesnel Land Stability Program

Information you need about City services

Q-City Info

Building and the West Quesnel Land Stability Program

The City has embarked on a comprehensive 
program to reduce ground movement in 
West Quesnel.  Until ground movement 
has been slowed to a sustainable rate or 
stopped entirely, the City is preventing further 
development from being placed at risk.  

Building Permits for Minor Repairs

If the cost of minor repairs or renovations 
is less than 25% of the assessed value of 
the building before repair, a permit may be 
issued, providing there is no evidence of soil 
movement within the building site.

Building permits for Major Repairs

If a building is lost due to fire or other loss not 
associated with the geotechnical study, or if the 
cost of the repair exceeds 25% of the assessed 
value of the building before repair, a building 
permit will only be issued if supported by a 
geotechnical report. Reference in the report is 
to be made by the engineer stating that they 
have reviewed the information and reports 
regarding the West Quesnel Land Stability 
Study.  

A covenant will be placed against the property 
with a copy of the engineer’s report on the 
subsurface soil conditions.  The covenant will 

indicate that all conditions and limitations 
referred to in the report regarding building 
design considerations must be adopted as part 
of the restrictions. The covenant must save 
the City harmless should the development be 
damaged by the hazard identified.

Building Permit for Extension or Addition:

A building permit can be approved, provided 
no evidence of soil movement exists within the 
building site, for: 

•	 An accessory building of one storey and 
not more than 50 square meters.

•	 A minor addition of less than 25% of the 
assessed value of the building

•	 Decks, carports and similar structures.

Building Permit for New Building:

A new building permit will only be approved 
subject to the provision of a satisfactory 
geotechnical report, except for accessory 
buildings as permitted above. The report must 
acknowledge that the engineer has reviewed 
the information and reports prepared by AMEC 
to date regarding the West Quesnel Land 
Stability Study.  Furthermore, approval will be 
subject to a covenant being placed against the 
property similar to that as noted in the clause 
regarding major repairs.

What you need to know


