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December 4, 2017 
 
 

Via Email:  mah.minister@gov.bc.ca  
 

Office of the Honourable Selina Robinson 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing 
 
Re: Transitional Housing - Quesnel 
 

 
Dear Minister Robinson, 
 
Thank you for your time when I was in Victoria, I know how busy you are and I truly 
appreciate the effort you made to accommodate my schedule. 
 
As I noted when we met, Quesnel City Council is supportive of BC Housing's desire 
to build a new transition housing facility in Quesnel. City staff have worked 
diligently with BC Housing to ensure that the public is fully informed about the 
nature of this project and the service delivery model that will be used at the 
proposed new facility. All of the documentation Council requested be made 
available to the public has now been drafted and approved by Council and will form 
the substance of an upcoming pubic information session hosted by BC Housing. 
This December 13th meeting will be immediately followed by Council's formal 
public hearing on the proposed bylaw changes needed to make this housing 
development possible. 
 
Unfortunately, the issue I raised with you about the community's lack of confidence 
in the named operator for this proposed new facility (Quesnel Shelter & Support 
Society) remains a deep concern for Council, other service providers, and the 
public writ large. The concern is that this Society will choose, despite assurances 
to the contrary, to become all things to all people at the new facility and continue 
to offer a "safe haven" environment at the proposed new shelter. The "safe haven" 
or "sanctuary" approach the Society has taken at the current shelter and transition 
housing facility has created significant public safety issues for our community and 
has created unnecessary backlash against BC Housing's proposed replacement 
shelter and transition housing facility. 
 
As we discussed in Victoria, Council unanimously endorsed a resolution strongly 
recommending that BC Housing issue an open RFP for the operations of the new 
facility. BC Housing steadfastly refuses to take this step, much to the 
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consternation of our community and service providers within the community and 
without. Council continues to be confused as to why BC Housing will not do the 
right thing in this matter and help us to regain the public's trust by issuing an open 
RFP for their proposed new facility. It is our hope that you can intervene and help 
us to get clarity or, better yet, have BC Housing issue an RFP. 
 
Again, I wish to reiterate that Quesnel City Council is supportive of an investment 
in a new transition housing facility in Quesnel and is taking an active leadership 
role in pursuing the full range of affordable and accessible housing options to 
address our residents’ needs. We believe that giving the proposed shelter and 
transition housing facility a fresh start through an open RFP process for its 
operations will help us to achieve our goal of seeing all segments of our population 
have access to housing that meets their needs.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to your timely response. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 

 

Mayor Bob Simpson 
City of Quesnel 


