
  

Mayor Bob Simpson 

410 Kinchant Street, Quesnel, BC V2J 7J5 · Phone: 250-991-7477 · Fax: 250-991-7496 · quesnel.ca 

Executive Assistant: Rhya Hartley 

June 26, 2018 

Via email 

Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Jody Wilson-Raybould 
Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, Ralph Goodale 
Public Safety & Solicitor General of British Columbia, Mike Farnworth 
Attorney General of British Columbia, David Eby 
 
Re:  Law Enforcement Resources – City of Quesnel 

Dear Ministers; 

The City of Quesnel is a community undergoing a significant economic and social 
transition as a result of the devastating effects of the Mountain Pine Beetle 
epidemic and last year’s unprecedented and catastrophic wildfires. We are taking 
deliberate steps to manage our way through this transition with a major rebranding 
of our community and significant investments in housing, infrastructure, and 
amenities; all in an effort to attract and retain more visitors, residents, and 
investment. 
 
Unfortunately, our community is also experiencing another unprecedented 
phenomenon, one that has the potential to undermine all of our efforts to position 
our community for a successful transition: a dramatic increase in drug-related 
property crime. Not only are the incidents of these types of criminal activities 
increasing, they are becoming more brazen and more frightening for our residents. 
 
We need your immediate attention to this matter, as most of the underlying causes 
of this criminal activity is a direct result of the failure, over the past few decades, 
of both the Provincial and Federal governments to fully resource mental health and 
addictions services, the RCMP, and the court system (including restorative justice 
initiatives).  
 
The City of Quesnel has no control over any of the support services needed to 
address the root causes of drug and alcohol addiction and related mental health 
issues, both of which can result in individuals resorting to criminal activity to feed 
their addictions. Nor do we have sufficient say in how and where harm reduction 
programs are delivered; including the delivery of supports for the homeless which, 
if improperly managed, can become an attractor and gathering point for many of 
the individuals who are associated with drug related property crime. 
 



   

 

 

Please make no mistake, Quesnel City Council supports a harm reduction 
approach to addictions and we support the well-managed delivery of housing 
supports for the homeless and hard to house. In fact, we have used our own 
property taxes to engage in a partnership with Northern Health and BC Housing to 
undertake a comprehensive review of our community’s mental health and 
addictions services with the intent of seeing those services improved. We have 
also financially supported our local Clean Team’s efforts to clean up discarded 
needles in an effort to reduce this risk to our citizens. And, we have provided 
significant tax incentives and development cost relief in order to attract 
investment in 100 new units of affordable housing, including 32 units of supportive 
transition housing.  
 
We are doing everything we can, but we simply do not have the mandate, the tools, 
or the resources to address the criminal activity that is now besetting our 
community. Therefore, we need you to take immediate steps to help us before this 
situation becomes worse and all our efforts to successfully transition our 
community are undermined. 

In keeping with Council’s solutions-oriented approach to all of our challenges, we 
respectfully offer the following actions for your immediate consideration: 

1. Ensure Quesnel’s funded complement of RCMP officers is filled. The City of 
Quesnel funds 21 full time positions, but we have never achieved this full 
complement of officers and there are times when we are forced to operate with 
only 16 officers. This is untenable and unacceptable and must be remedied by 
the RCMP immediately. 
 

2. Increase the RCMP complement funded by the Province. Despite the fact that a 
larger share of the RCMP Detachment’s service area population lives outside 
the municipal boundaries, the Province only funds nine (9) full time positions. 
This inequity must be immediately addressed. The City of Quesnel is under 
pressure to increase its complement to 23 full time positions (an incremental 
cost of $267,000, for an overall 1.8% tax increase). We are simply not willing to 
engage in this conversation until the Province increases its complement. (Note: 
We have recently been told that this imbalance is “under review,” but when we 
asked when this review will be completed we were not provided with any date 
or any hope that it would be completed in the near future. We cannot wait, our 
need is now.) 
 

3. Increase local Crown Counsel resources and prosecute offenders in a timelier 
manner. Despite being under resourced, our local detachment does an 



   

 

 

impressive job of catching offenders only to be undermined by a court system 
that is too slow and too liberal in its approach to criminal activity. Any perusal 
of Quesnel’s court docket will quickly reveal that offenders are all too often 
released back into the community, allowed to game the system, and all too 
often given lenient treatment at the expense of our community.  
 

4. Immediately add short-term additional resources to both the RCMP and Crown 
Counsel to prevent the current situation from escalating further. We are 
concerned that we are only seeing the beginning of a destructive reinforcing 
trend that must be nipped in the bud. The success of the incremental resources 
provided to Williams Lake is evidence that taking this short-term step can be 
very effective at reversing this trend. 
 

5. Work with your Cabinet Colleagues to provide additional resources to address 
the root causes of addiction and mental health issues. As noted above, we are 
an active partner with our health and social services agencies to develop a 
more comprehensive and robust response to the current crisis, but we will need 
help to implement the strategies we arrive at to address the root causes of the 
criminal activity we are asking you to help us address. 

 

On behalf of the residents of Quesnel, we urge you to heed our call for help and 
respond in a timely manner with the actual resources we need to address this 
emerging situation. 
 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Mayor Bob Simpson 
City of Quesnel 
[Approved by Council Resolution at June 26/18 Council Meeting] 
cc Prime Minister of Canada Justin Trudeau 
 Premier of British Columbia John Horgan 
 MP Cariboo - Prince George Todd Doherty 
 MLA Cariboo-North Coralee Oakes 
 


