






































 
We acknowledge with humility and respect that the land on which we work is the ancestral 

and unceded territory of the Lhtako Dené Nation. 

 

300 – 488 McLean Street, Quesnel, BC  V2J 2P2 
Phone:  250-992-2482     Fax:  250-992-3439   www.quesnelcdc.com 

September 1, 2022 

Delivered by email 

Tanya Turner 

tturner@quesnel.ca 

Director of Development Services 

City of Quesnel 

410 Kinchant St, Quesnel, BC V2J 7J5  

 

Dear Ms. Turner: 

RE:  Quesnel – 383 St. Laurent Avenue – Supportive Housing 
 

The Board of Directors of the Quesnel and District Child Development Centre Association wishes to 

express its strongest opposition to the proposal put forward by BC Housing to convert the Ramada Inn 

located on St. Laurent Avenue into a combined supportive housing and shelter complex. 

There are few who would disagree that, as a compassionate society, it is necessary to provide support 

and services to vulnerable people and the fact that Quesnel needs to move forward with a project like 

this.  The QDCDC, a non-profit agency, is possibly more aware than many of the value in helping others.  

Our mission is also to provide support to others – in our context, in the form of early childhood 

development and early intervention for children, youth, and families in need. 

However, there are good decisions about how best to provide that support and there are bad decisions.  

We believe that going forward with the project as it has been laid out so far is a bad decision that will 

forever change the entire nature of the North Quesnel neighbourhood and the downtown core. 

Our general concerns fall into 4 categories: 

1.  The “public consultation” held in Spirit Square was a polite engagement but was of no real 

substance.  We are disappointed with how BC Housing has chosen to bring information about the 

project to the public and businesses of Quesnel and the hasty timelines that have been developed.  We 

are especially disappointed that, as an agency contracted by MCFD to offer services to vulnerable 

children, youth, and families on behalf of the Government of British Columbia, located less than 250 

meters of this project, we were not contacted directly.   Our response would have been that the 

trajectory is too steep and too fast with little opportunity to get answers to important questions.   

2. The “proposal itself” focuses on the supportive housing piece but glosses over the shelter side of the 

project and the use of obfuscating language, such as “episodic overdose prevention services" suggests a 

lack of transparency.  It is curious that there is not yet any information available on the City of Quesnel’s 

website about the proposed re-zoning bylaw and the public hearings that will be required.  It is 

concerning that the provision of support services, such as those that might be provided by Northern 

Health, is not described, and cannot be assumed to be guaranteed.  The development of community 
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agreements addressing the potential need for increased policing, building security upgrades, and 

processes to address immediate and emergent security issues is not outlined.  If consulted, our response 

would have been that there is not yet sufficient information available or assurances given for us to 

support this project. 

3.  We are concerned that the “funding” represents a cookie-cutter approach, one that rarely leads to 

thoughtful and wise use of tax-payer dollars.  We are not confident that one-time only funding with 

short time frames and prescribed earmarks is a helpful solution in the Quesnel context.  Our response to 

the question would have been related to short-sightedness and the high potential for long-term 

negative impacts. 

4.  Our main objection is related to the “location”.  The Ramada Inn Is only one block off residential 

areas in 2 directions and less than a kilometer in any direction of childcare centers, the library, the Child 

Development Centre, low-income housing, a women’s shelter, senior’s housing, the downtown core, 

and multiple small businesses already experiencing challenges related to homelessness and substance 

use.  There are no open green spaces for people to congregate.  The City has and is planning significant 

investments in the revitalization of downtown and this project feels counter-productive to achieving 

that goal.  If asked, our response would have been “no thank you”. 

Specific to the Child Development Centre, the Board of Directors is very concerned about the safety and 

security of the children, youth, and families we serve, our employees, and the tenants of our building.  

We already see impacts of homelessness on building security and the environment around the building.  

Staff and tenants (mostly women) feel uneasy about entering and exiting the building when it is dark.  

One tenant has already given notice, citing this project as part of the reason.   

The QDCDC, as a provider of services on behalf of the province, has a vision to enhance and increase our 

programs to serve more vulnerable children, youth, and families and extend our program hours.   Our 

building must be viewed as a safe and welcoming place to be, and this project is believed to threaten 

our ability to do that. 

Just like BC Housing’s decision to opt for a new build on Elliott Street for the Bridges project in 2019 

after studying and excluding all the options for renovating existing buildings, we believe that, if there is 

will, a different choice can be made for Quesnel on this project.  For example, perhaps a new build on 

property BC Housing already owns on Elliot Street, including space for services, can be considered.   

In summary, the Board of Directors of the QDCDC oppose BC Housing’s proposal to develop supportive 

housing and shelter spaces at the Ramada Inn.  We have general concerns for our city, our friends, and 

our neighbours in the area … and we have very specific concerns for our families, our employees, and 

our tenants with the location virtually on our doorstep. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, 
 

 
Lynn Mathiesen 
Executive Director 
 


