THE CITY OF QUESNEL

ACCESSORY
DWELLING UNIT
HOW-TO GUIDE
Including Secondary Suites, Carriage Homes &
Secondary Dwellings

Planning and Development Services Department,
2020

Contents
How to use this Guide ............................................................................................................................. 1
What is a secondary suite?...................................................................................................................... 1
What is a carriage house? ....................................................................................................................... 2
What is a secondary dwelling? ................................................................................................................ 2
What are the benefits? ............................................................................................................................. 3
Pre-Planning Considerations .................................................................................................................. 3
What steps are involved?......................................................................................................................... 3
Can I have an Accessory Dwelling Unit?................................................................................................. 4
Servicing feasibility .............................................................................................................................. 5
Time to Design........................................................................................................................................ 5
Zoning Bylaw Regulations ....................................................................................................................... 5
What is a Zoning Bylaw? ...................................................................................................................... 5
What does the Zoning Bylaw say about ADUs? ................................................................................. 6
Location on your property ....................................................................................................................... 7
Size and height ......................................................................................................................................... 7
Parking ...................................................................................................................................................... 8
Neighbourhood Character ....................................................................................................................... 8
Getting your Permits ............................................................................................................................... 9
Building Permit Process .......................................................................................................................... 9
What do “building plans” include? ....................................................................................................... 9
Electrical and Gas .................................................................................................................................. 10
Inspections ............................................................................................................................................. 10
Is my existing suite legal? ..................................................................................................................... 12
Why should I bring my pre-existing suite up to Code? ..................................................................... 12
Appendix............................................................................................................................................... 13
Contact Information............................................................................................................................... 13
Resident Worksheet ............................................................................................................................... 14
Am I ready to be a Landlord? ................................................................................................................ 15
FAQs ....................................................................................................................................................... 15

How to use this Guide
Accessory Dwelling Units (“ADU” as the short
acronym) help to create a variety of housing
options within our community. ADU’s include
secondary suites, carriage houses, and
secondary dwellings. This guide is designed
to help you understand the different types of
ADUs allowed in our City, where they are
permitted, and what you need for your building
permit application.
If you have any questions and are interested in
discussing the possibility of an ADU on your
property, please contact the Development
Services department at 250.992.2111. You
need a building permit to construct an ADU.

Suite attached to a Single Detached Dwelling at
Grade

A secondary suite does not have its own
Certificate of Title, and it cannot be stratified,
similar to a duplex or townhouse. A secondary
suite will be assigned a separate address at
the building permit.

What is a secondary
suite?
A secondary suite is a separate living area
contained within a single-family home. It is a
self-contained living unit with a kitchen,
bathroom, and at least one bedroom. The
suite must have at least one access door
leading directly outside the suite.
Suite below Main Floor of a Single Detached
Dwelling
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What is a carriage house?
A carriage house is an attached house located
in conjunction with an accessory building (e.g.
a garage). A carriage home is located on the
same property as the principal dwelling.
A carriage home requires access to a main
frontage road and must not rely on a laneway.
It does not have its own Certificate of Title,
cannot be strata titled, and requires a
separate address.

Carriage house at Grade, attached to
an accessory building (e.g. a Garage)

Carriage house above Grade, attached
to an accessory building (e.g. a Garage)

What is a secondary
dwelling?
A secondary dwelling is a freestanding
detached single-family home located on the
same parcel as the principal dwelling.

(Sometimes called a coach house in other
municipalities). The secondary dwelling must
be smaller than the principal home. Secondary
dwellings differ from carriage homes because
they are freestanding and not attached to an
accessory building like a garage.
A secondary dwelling does not have its own
Certificate of Title, cannot be strata titled, and
requires a separate address.

Secondary Dwelling
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What are the benefits?
Quesnel residents listed several reasons why
accessory dwelling units (ADUs) are beneficial
for our community:
 An ADU provides rental income for the
homeowner, acting as a mortgage helper
to make owning a home more attainable.
 The number of affordable housing units
will increase, providing more options for
residents looking to rent.
 An ADU can provide a safe, affordable
home for seniors and students looking for
appropriate, independent living.
 Quesnel has few small dwelling units. As
households and family size decreases,
ADUs provide additional housing options
for residents.
 Leading on the path to sustainability,
ADUs create more housing without
requiring more land, helping to control
sprawl into the rural areas.

Pre-Planning
Considerations
What steps are involved?
Before deciding on the steps to construct an
accessory dwelling unit, you and your family
should ask the following questions:




Do I want an accessory dwelling unit?
Am I ready to be a Landlord?
Am I able to pay for upfront costs,
knowing that I will receive a return in
my investment in the future?

The Government of British Columbia has
online information regarding landlord and
tenant tips, tenancy agreement templates, and
information about the Residential Tenancy Act
here.




After you and your family have discussed
the above, you can move into planning
and logistics. An overview of the steps,
which will be covered in this guide include:
Reach out to the City’s Development
Services Department at any time during
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your planning process for more
information and clarity at 250.992.2111
Find out what type of ADU you are allowed
to have based on the City’s Zoning Bylaw.
Investigate the potential costs associated
with servicing.
Design your ADU, ensuring to meet the
regulations in the Zoning Bylaw.
Come into the City and apply for your
Building Permit. Staff will identify any
missing pieces or things that need to be
edited.
After you have your permits, start
construction!
Set up inspections with the Building
Inspector as required throughout the
process. Contact the Building department
at buildinginspection@quesnel.ca if you
have any questions.
Once the Building Inspector signs off on
your final inspection, you are ready to rent!
Make sure to investigate your rights as a
Landlord and your future tenant’s rights,
and sign a clear, fair lease agreement.

Can I have an Accessory
Dwelling Unit?
In Quesnel, different areas are “zoned”
through the Zoning Bylaw (see page 6 below
for more on Zoning Bylaw regulations). Each
zone states whether you can have a
secondary suite, carriage house, and/or
secondary dwelling. To find out what zone
your property is in, find your property on the
Zoning Bylaw Map Here or call Development
Services at 250.992.2111.
Now that you know what zone your property is
in, can you have an Accessory Dwelling Unit?
And if so, what type of ADU? Check the table:

Accessory
Dwelling Unit
(ADU) Type
Secondary Suite

Carriage House
Secondary
Dwelling

Zones allowed
A-1, SR-1, RR-1, CR-1,
CR-2, RS-1, RS-2 and
*Existing singlefamily homes
RS-1, RS-2, CR-1, CR-2
A-1, RR-1, CR-1, CR-2,
RS-1, RS-2

* If you live in a single-family detached home
in a zone not listed above you may be able to
still construct a secondary suite. Contact the
Development Services Department at
250.992.2111 or
developmentservices@quesnel.ca for more
information.
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Servicing feasibility
A homeowner should investigate the potential
costs associated with servicing, particularly
for carriage homes and secondary dwellings
on large lots near the rural areas.

SEWER & WATER: An accessory dwelling
unit must be connected to municipal water
and sewer services. The existing water and
sewer are required to meet the BC Plumbing
Code for sizing and must be extended to
reach the secondary dwelling/carriage house.
Be aware that a site servicing plan is required
when construcing a secondary dwelling or
carriage house, which will require backwater
valves and a backflow preventer. Reach out
to the City’s Development Services
Department (250.992.2111) to determine if
you require additional private construction
plans for your property.

ELECTRICAL SERVICING: Building a

Time to Design
After you have determined that (1) you are
zoned for an Accessory Dwelling Unit and (2)
servicing feasible for an ADU, the next step is
to design it. The services of a professional
can be useful to ensure you meet the bylaw
regulations required for the new home.

Zoning Bylaw Regulations

carriage house or secondary dwelling? For
electrical servicing inquiries, reach out to BC
Hydro (1.877.520.1355) to determine
requirements and get an estimate connection
cost.

What is a Zoning Bylaw?

GAS INSTALLATION AND GAS LINE
LOCATION: Building a carriage house or

Zoning bylaws divide the whole or part of an
area into zones.

secondary dwelling? Contact Fortis BC for
information regarding gas installation and line
locations (1.888.224.2710). Call before you
dig hotline (1.800.474.6886).

Internet: Call your current internet provider
(TELUS, ABC Communications, etc.) to ensure
that your future tenants will be able to access
internet.

The Zoning Bylaw is a document that
regulates how land, buildings and other
structures may be used in Quesnel.

A zoning bylaw specifies the permitted uses in
a zone and regulates aspects of building
construction such as building size and
location on a lot.
You can view the City of Quesnel’s Zoning
Bylaw here.
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What does the Zoning Bylaw
say about ADUs?
Regulations for accessory dwelling units are
found in section 4.20 in the Zoning Bylaw.
ADUs are also subject to the bylaws in the
residential zone that your property is located
in (e.g. RS-1, RS-2, etc.)
Specifically, secondary dwellings are 4.20.1,
secondary suites are 4.20.3, and carriage
homes are 4.30.5. Consider the following
during your design:

Type of ADU

Regulations to Consider

Secondary Dwelling (4.20.1)







Secondary Suites (4.20.3)








Carriage Home (4.20.5)









Must be on a lot with a single detached dwelling
Size: Must be smaller than the principal dwelling with a max.
floor area of 130m² (1,400 ft²)
Height: 2 storeys max
Accessible from the frontage (main) road
Any home occupation that may take place cannot exceed 40%
of the total living floor space
Must be in a single detached dwelling
Max of one secondary suite
Size: Max size is either 90m² or 40% of the principal dwellings’
gross floor area
Must have direct access to the unit without passing through the
principal home
Not permissible in conjunction with a carriage house or
secondary dwelling
Not permitted in conjunction with a B&B or lodging house
Must be on a lot with a single detached dwelling
Size: Max size is either 90m² or 40% of the principal dwellings’
gross floor area
Height: 1.5 storeys max; allowable up to 2 storeys if above a 1storey non-residential accessory building (e.g. a garage). Shall
note exceed height of the principal dwelling
Upper storeys limited to 60% of the gross floor area beneath it
Accessible from the frontage (main) road
Not located closer than 6m from the principal dwelling
Must be located in the rear or side yard (unless the property has
a lane, then it must be in the rear yard).
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Location on your property

Size and height

Like main houses, accessory dwelling units
are subject to regulations set out in the
Zoning Bylaw for setbacks, size, height, and
parking. Your ADU must follow the setback
requirements that your property is zoned in, as
well as the regulations in the table above.

The size and height requirements are laid out
in the table above on page 6. Size and height
are more sensitive when considering carriage
homes because they are typically on smaller
lots closer to neighbours in comparison to
secondary dwellings. Similar to considering
neighbours' privacy for location on your
property, you should consider how the size
and height of your carriage home may impact
your neighbours. Consider the amount of
sunshine in their yard, and how you can create
a roofline that does not cast their yard in
shadow.

Keep in mind how you may design your
secondary dwelling or carriage house to
remove any negative impacts on your
neighbours’ privacy. This may include placing
windows in areas that do not look into a
neighbours’ home or using trees as screening.
Ensure your tenants have road access along
the frontage (main) roadway.

Remember how to find the zone
your property is located in? Refer
to page 4 of this guide or contact
the Development Services
Department!

In carriage houses, the upper storey is
restricted to 60% of the total building footprint
to limit shadowing and overlook on
neighbouring backyards.
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Parking

Neighbourhood Character

In Quesnel, every accessory dwelling unit is
required to have one designated parking spot
on the property. Parking spots cannot be in
tandem with the principal dwelling, as this
may lead to issues of the homeowner or the
tenant being “stuck” behind one another,
which can lead to vehicles choosing to park
on the street. We want to avoid this to keep
our streets open.

Accessory dwelling unit regulations allow for
a full range of architectural approaches.
However, the City encourages residents to
consider how your accessory dwelling unit fits
in with the surrounding neighbourhood
appropriately, so that the character of the area
remains the same while creating an attractive,
livable place for your future tenant.

The tenant must have access to the frontage
(main) street. See the visual below for an
example.
Note how the carriage house parking is in the
rear of the lot space with access to the main
road. The principal dwelling decided to create
an additional garage space in their own home,
tucked along the side of the home. The
driveway is wide enough that the tenant’s car
can still get out if the home owner’s leave
their vehicle(s) on the driveway.

The City of Quesnel’s Official Community Plan
(2019) speaks to design objectives. An
Official Community Plan creates a long-term
vision (typically 10 years or so) regarding the
future form and character of the community.
In Quesnel, Residential Objectives (Section
5.1.1) state,

Encourage residential development that is
generally compatible, in terms of built form,
scale and character, with the existing
neighbourhood.
Encourage a high standard of design and
construction in residential subdivisions and
buildings.
We encourage you to ensure the design
objectives are incorporated in your process.
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Getting your Permits
Building Permit Process
A building permit must be obtained prior to
starting constructing of your accessory
dwelling unit. An application can be made at
City Hall. If you have any questions, please
contact the City’s Building Department at
buildinginspection@quesnel.ca or City Hall at
250.992.2111. There is a Resident Worksheet
in the appendix of this document to help guide
you to a complete application. You can
access a Building Permit on the City’s website
here.
When submitting your building permit, make
sure you have the following items:






Application Form
Associated Fees (page 9 of pdf)
Certificate of Title
2 sets of the Site Plan
2 sets of complete Building Plans

Ensure your plans show the entrance
location(s) and where your tenant will park
their vehicle.
After you submit a building permit, the
Planning Technician and Building Inspector
will review it for compliance. If they have any
questions or require changes so that you may
meet the Zoning Bylaw or Building Code, they
will contact you.

What do “building plans”
include?
Building plans include the existing and
proposed floor plans. The following is a list
found on the Building Permit application form
of what building plans include:
Foundation Plans: (N/A for Secondary Suites)
 Size and location of building
foundation, footings (including
decks/retaining walls)
 Structural components of all level
 Floor beams
 Floor joists and spacing/thickness of
subfloor
 Bridging and/or strapping
 Site Servicing plans
Main Floor Plans:
 Building layout and size, showing
rooms, access, fixtures and
appliances, structural requirements of
roof structure (if no upper level
exists).
 Proposed use of each room.
 Size and location of windows, doors
and stairs (door swings should be
indicated).
Elevations:
 Roof slope
 Guardrails, stairs and applicable
information
 Vent locations and their height
 Windows and doors
 Proposed finished grade (accurate as
possible)
 Locations of chimney or flue
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Cross Sections:
 Structural details (floor joists, beam,
roof)
 Roof, wall and floor assemblies
 Insulation location and “R” values
 Stair details (rise, run, headroom)
 Additional foundation information,
including depths
 Perimeter drain and location
 Heights of walls and overall building
 Fire separation location and design
criteria from BCBC Fire and Sound
Resistance Table.

Electrical and Gas

Inspections
After your building permit is approved, you
may begin construction of your accessory
dwelling unit. To make sure the work complies
with the Building Code, you are required to
book on-going inspections with the City’s
Building Department as listed on your permit.
Building inspections are to be booked with at
least 24 hours notice. The date and time will
be confirmed upon request. The following
page demonstrates the typical inspections
that will occur during your construction.
You can book inspections by emailing the
Building Department at
buildinginspection@quesnel.ca or calling City
Call at 250.992.2111.

Depending on the age and servicing of your
home, you may require an upgrade to your
service. If you are doing any work yourself,
you will need a homeowner permit; see
Technical Safety BC for details or call
1.866.566.7233. If you hire a contractor they
will apply for the permits for you.
For information on your current servicing:
ELECTRICAL SERVICING: For electrical
servicing inquiries, reach out to BC Hydro
(1.877.520.1355) to determine requirements
and get an estimate connection cost.
GAS INSTALLATION AND GAS LINE
LOCATION: Contact Fortis BC for information
regarding gas installation and line locations
(1.888.224.2710). Call before you dig hotline
(1.800.474.6886).
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Fire
Separation
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Is my existing suite legal?
Many homes in Quesnel already have
secondary suites that were not built with a
building permit. If you have a pre-existing
suite you should contact the building
department to confirm if it was built with a
building permit. If itf was not you should book
an inspection with a private contractor to
determine what is needed to bring your suite
into compliance with the Building Code. For
more information contact the Building
Department at buildinginspection@quesnel.ca
or City Hall at 250.992.2111.
Starting in 2020 there will be a grace period
until the end of 2022 on building permit fees
to convert an illegal suite to a legal suite.
Following the two year grace period there will
be a surcharge added to permits for illegal
suites which have not complied.

Why should I bring my preexisting suite up to Code?

you in cases of emergencies and/or
disasters caused by either a tenant or
a member of your family.
 Reduce neighbours complaints: You
can provide adequately for your
tenants so that any potential
neighbourhood impact is removed,
such as on-site parking.
 Maintain the value of your home: The
work undertaken to legalize a suite is
often seen as providing more value
because all work has been completed
and inspected and has the potential
for supplemental income.
 Avoid penalties: Upon complaint, the
City will investigate and may request
you decommission your illegal suite,
and convert it as an extension of the
principal dwelling. Follow-up
inspections will be required.

There are a number of advantages to bring
your suite up to Code and legalizing it in your
home and most of them relate to the
protection of your financial investment and,
most importantly, the safety of your home’s
occupants – both your family and your
tenants.
Ensure:
 Safety of occupants: when you bring
your suite up to Code, you comply with
a variety of safety standards.
 Ensure adequate property and home
insurance coverage: if your suite is
legal, you can obtain the proper
insurance coverage that will protect
12

Appendix
Contact Information
Contacts
City of Quesnel Planning and
Development Services
City of Quesnel Building Inspections

City of Quesnel Building Permit
City of Quesnel Zoning Bylaw & Official
Community Plan
Technical Safety BC – Gas and Electrical
BC Hydro
FortisBC
BC One Call – Call before you dig
Homeowner Protection Office (HPO)

250.992.2111 or developmentservices@quesnel.ca
250.992.2111, buildinginspection@quesnel.ca
lmckee@quesnel.ca for Building Inspection Clerk;
khicks@quesnel.ca for the Chief Building Inspector
https://www.quesnel.ca/buildingdevelopment/permits-applications/building-permits
https://www.quesnel.ca/buildingdevelopment/planning-zoning/zoning-land-use
technicalsafetybc.ca
Bchydro.com ; 1.877.520.1355
Fortisbc.com ; Natural Gas: 1.888.224.2710
Electricity: 1.866.436.7847
Bconecall.bc.ca ; 1.800.474.6886
Hpo.bc.ca ; 1.800.407.7757

Professional Resources
Architects
Builders/General Contractors

Electricians
Engineers
Heating, Ventilation & Cooling
Land Surveyors
Landscape Architects
Lawyers
Planners
Plumbers
Property Information
Builders/General Contractors

Architectural Institute of British Columbia - www.aibc.ca
Canadian Homebuilders Association BC Chapter –
www.chbabc.org
Building Officials Association of BC – www.boabc.org
BC Electrical Association – www.bcea.bc.ca
Association of Professional Engineers of BC – www.apeg.bc.ca
Thermal Environmental Comfort Association –https://www.cabbc.org/
The Association of BC Land Surveyors – www.abcls.ca
BC Society of Landscape Architects – www.bcsla.org
The Law Society of BC – www.lawsociety.bc.ca
Planning Institute of BC – www.pibc.bc.ca
Plumbing Officials' Association of BC –
www.bcplumbingofficials.com
British Columbia Assessment Authority - info.bcassessment.ca
Canadian Homebuilders Association BC Chapter –
www.chbabc.org
Building Officials Association of BC – www.boabc.org
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Resident Worksheet
The following worksheet is intended to assist you in organizing your preparations for submitting a
Building Permit Application:
Copy of Land Title - Anything to note?______________________________________________
(easements/ right-of-way/ covenant, etc.) __________________________________________
Have I had a Site Survey done for my lot? __________________________________________
The Zoning for my lot is: ________________________________________________________
What type of accessory dwelling unit am I applying for? (circle one)
Secondary Dwelling

Secondary Suite

Carriage Home

Is it allowed in my zone? ______________
Do I receive water and sewer services from the City?

Yes

No

If No, you are not able to have an accessory dwelling unit.
Did I contact FortisBC, BC Hydro etc. to confirm servicing feasibility? _____________
Is my lot located in an area that may require a Geotechnical Report? ________________
Have I arranged with the Safety Authority for electrical or gas permits? ____________________
Do I have all my documentation and fees organized to submit my Building Permit
Application? ________________________________________________________________
□ Building Permit Application
□ 2 complete sets of building plans to scale
Includes:
 Foundation plan,
 Main floor plan,
 Elevations,
 Cross sections
□ 2 copies of the Site Plan to scale
□ Associated fees with the Building Permit
 (see page 9 of the fees document)
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Am I ready to be a
Landlord?

FAQs

Having an accessory dwelling unit means you
are becoming a landlord. You should
understand the legal obligations involved with
becoming a landlord. You have the right to
collect rent on time, not have your property
damaged and not be harassed or disturbed by
your tenant. You also have legal
responsibilities. Most important, you are
responsible for providing a safe home to your
tenants.

The British Columbia Assessment Authority is
responsible for determining the value of your
property for tax purposes. Property taxes are
divided into two parts – the value of the land
and the value of the improvements. ADUs may
increase the value of the improvements on the
property and therefore may result in an
increase in taxes for this part of the
assessment. Please contact the British
Columbia Assessment Authority for further
information on potential property tax
implications.

The relationship between landlord and tenant
is governed by the Government of British
Columbia’s Residential Tenancy Act. The
Government provides a variety of resources
for landlords and tenants, such as tenancy
agreements, deposit and pet info, moving in,
condition inspections, etc. Take the time to
research your right and the rights of your
future tenant so that you may contribute to
Quesnel’s rental market responsibly.
For more information:
Housing & Tenancy:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/housing
-tenancy
Renting a Home:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/housing
-tenancy/residential-tenancies
 Starting a Tenancy is an excellent
page to begin.

Does having an ADU affect my property taxes?

Will property owners with suites pay their share
of utilities and taxes?
Yes. The City charges water, sewer, and
garbage rates for all known suites at the same
rate as all other dwelling units. A house with a
secondary suite will pay the same utility fees
as a duplex. Taxes are charged based on
assessed value. If BC Assessment determines
a house with a suite has an increased
assessed value, the property owner will pay
more taxes.
What opportunity will there be for neighbours
to provide feedback on an ADU proposal?
Permitted suites do not require neighbour
approval in order to be constructed. There will
be no opportunity for neighbours to state their
feedback about your ADU.
I’m OK with allowing suites, but only for a
relative, like an ageing parent or a child with
special needs. Can you allow suites for only
these reasons?
No. The purpose of land use policies is to
dictate the use on the land (the ‘what’), not the
users (the ‘who’).
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My neighbour has an existing suite I think is
illegal. Will the new Zoning Bylaw make it
legal?
As zoning bylaws have changed over the
years, it is difficult to tell if an existing suite is
‘illegal’ or not. Complaints would have to be
investigated on a case-by-case basis. The
goal of any policy changes is to be future
thinking and ensure new suites are: built with
the proper building permits, meet minimum
BC Building Code safety standards, and
provide adequate parking.
Is the owner of a residence with an accessory
dwelling unit required to live on-site?
No - The owner is not required to live in either
the ADU or the principal residence.
I think it’s better if suites are only allowed when
the homeowner lives in the house. Can the City
ensure the suite and the main house are not
both rented out?
No. Again, municipalities are discouraged
from creating land-use policies that apply to
some people (like home owners residing in
the house) and not to others – “peoplezoning” is challengeable in court and difficult
for a municipality to regulate.
How many accessory dwelling units are
permitted per residence?
No more than ONE accessory dwelling unit is
permitted per residence.
Can I add to my duplex and make it a triplex or
fourplex? Can I add two suites to my house?
No. Secondary suites can only be added to
single-family dwellings. Only one suite is
allowed per single-family dwelling. To convert
an existing building into a triplex or fourplex
requires meeting a higher building standard

than adding a suite, and would likely require a
different zoning designation.
Is a secondary suite permitted if there are
other uses at the residences?
No - A secondary suite is not permitted in a
residence with uses that include a bed &
breakfast, community care facility, boarding or
lodging house, or an agri-tourist
accommodation.
I’m worried that accessory dwelling units in my
neighbourhood would make my street too
busy, and there will be cars parked all over the
street.
Traffic and parking are common concerns for
residents. All accessory dwelling units will be
required to provide one additional off-street
parking space when a suite is created.
I know someone who lived in a suite that I
thought was unsafe. Will the City start to
ensure existing secondary suites meet the
Building Code?
Secondary suites that have been established
without a building permit are difficult to
approve retroactively. The BC Building Code
is not intended to be applied to existing units
but rather to new development. Ensuring
safety in existing private dwellings is a
complex concept that extends beyond the
issue of allowing new secondary suites. The
City will explore the concept of dealing with
existing suites built without a permit to
address life safety and protection of personal
property concerns through other tools or
bylaws.
Can an accessory dwelling unit be sold
separately?
No, an ADU (including all 3 – secondary
dwelling, carriage home, and secondary suite)
16

cannot be strata-titled or have their own
Certificate of Title. It must remain part of the
principal dwelling’s property.

What do I do if my lot is not eligible?
Unfortunately you will not be able to construct
an accessory dwelling unit.

Does an accessory dwelling unit get a separate
address?
Yes. A separate address will be designated
during the building permit stage.
Will accessory dwelling units have to be
registered or licensed with the City?
The building permitting process would be the
primary ‘ADU registration’ process. All
constructed ADUs will have to obtain a
building permit. Tenants and home buyers are
welcome to inquire with the City if a building
permit was obtained. A separate registration
process for existing secondary suites would
be costly. The advantages of such a process
are unclear as the City is unable to inspect or
assess the safety of pre-existing suites under
its existing bylaws.
Do I need insurance on an accessory dwelling
unit?
Yes. You will need to contact your insurance
provider for quotes on available coverage.
Will there be waste pickup available for an
accessory dwelling unit?
When you create a legal accessory dwelling
unit, your property is billed for providing
services to 2 separate homes. This means
that your tenant will receive their own garbage
and recycling bins for City pickup services.
Will my property be billed for increased water
usage?
Yes. When you create a legal accessory
dwelling unit, your property is billed for
providing services to 2 separate homes. This
change will be on your property tax.
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