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Introduction 
The costs associated with housing have increased substantially over the past several decades, 

resulting in a lack of affordable housing. In the City of Quesnel, there is an identified discrepancy 

between the housing stock in the region and the type of housing that is in demand. Reports over the 

past several years have suggested that the housing stock is primarily large single-family homes and 

buildings that are in a state of significant disrepair. Reports also state there is a demand for smaller 

homes and properties across several demographics. With higher levels of government investing in 

housing, now is the ideal time to act on forming partnerships and get building. 

To learn about the role of different government jurisdictions in the housing market, refer to the 

Province’s Role of Government webpage. This package will explain the City’s housing needs, which 

can be used as a rationale for your project proposal and outlines various programs and incentives 

for both developers and non-profit organizations. View the City’s Housing Initiatives page for more 

information and news. 

What is Affordable Housing? 
 

According to Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC, a Federal Crown Corporation 

mandated to assist housing for all Canadians), affordable housing costs less than 30% of a 

household’s income. Many people think the term “affordable housing” refers to only rentals or 

subsidized housing, but in reality, it is a broad term that includes all kinds of homes: rental, 

ownership, co-op, apartments, townhouses, single detached homes, etc. Housing that may be 

considered “affordable” for some residents may also be “unaffordable” for others – that is why we 

must have a variety of housing options in our community. Visit CMHC’s About Affordable Housing in 

Canada webpage for more information.  

 

Figure 1: The Housing Continuum. Credit: Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 

The Housing Continuum model (see Figure 1 above) is a linear progression from homelessness to 

homeownership used around the world, with homeownership as the primary goal.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/housing-tenancy/affordable-and-social-housing/role-of-government
https://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/housing-initiatives/affordable-housing
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/developing-and-renovating/develop-new-affordable-housing/programs-and-information/about-affordable-housing-in-canada
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/developing-and-renovating/develop-new-affordable-housing/programs-and-information/about-affordable-housing-in-canada
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However, a new model is evolving to reflect 

more accurately how for some people, 

changes to housing needs can occur. 

Developed by the City of Kelowna for their 

Healthy Housing Strategy (2017), the 

Wheelhouse Model (Figure 2) allows 

communities to understand and address 

how people move among different housing 

forms, tenures and price points. The 

wheelhouse shows how the system is 

interconnected: to support healthy levels of 

homeownership in the community, we also 

need to ensure that our supportive housing 

meets the needs of our residents.  

For example, without sufficient affordable 

ownership options in the community, the 

rental market may be over-saturated. This 

can cause low vacancy rates, ultimately 

pushing out the most vulnerable people 

whose incomes are unable to keep up with 

the rising rents. Like a domino effect, these vulnerable populations who could otherwise afford rent 

in a balanced market may be pushed into supportive housing or even homelessness.  

So, is this guide just for affordable housing development? 
 

No! To have a healthy, balanced housing stock that supports the wheelhouse model noted above, 

our community needs a range of housing, including market options. Our Housing Needs Assessment 

indicated that 45% of Quesnel residents could not afford current single-family detached dwellings on 

our private market. Single-family homes make up about 61% of our housing stock (from the 2016 

Census). This statistic means there is a growing opportunity for other market homeownership 

housing types that are typically more affordable, such as duplexes, triplexes, and subdividing parcels 

of land to allow for smaller homes. Our market will still see larger, country residential single-family 

homes being built – this package intends to encourage diversity of our housing stock so our 

residents have more options where to live.  

Housing Needs and Gap Analysis Report 

In March 2019, the City of Quesnel, in partnership with the Cariboo Regional District (CRD), hired 
Urbanics Consultants Ltd. to complete a comprehensive North Cariboo Housing Needs Assessment, 
Gap Analysis and Action Plan. 

The Housing Needs, Gap Analysis, and Action Plan provides recommendations and possible next 
steps for the City, the Regional District, and community partners to consider. The housing needs 
report contains quantitative data that helps the community gain a greater understanding of what 
kinds of housing are most needed to ensure that local policies, plans, and development decisions 
that relate to housing are based on recent evidence. The data can be used in a variety of ways such 
as secure funding opportunities, provide a foundation for policy change, guide strategic planning, 
and as a rationale for proposing a new housing development.  

Figure 2: The Wheelhouse Model. Credit: City of 

Kelowna. 
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This Housing Needs Assessment, Gap Analysis and Action Plan is complete and was received by 
Council on November 26, 2019. To review more information and download the report, refer to the 
City’s webpage Housing Needs Assessment, Gap Analysis and Action Plan.  

Key Findings from the Report 

Lack of serviced, desirable lands: Sale price point for lots are often too low for developers to cover 
their costs of development and make an incentivizing profit margin. About 9% of the local housing 
stock is in major disrepair. 

Rapidly ageing population: The region and the municipality lack sufficient and appropriate housing 
stock for older adults who may be looking to downsize or must downsize due to mobility challenges. 

Declining household sizes and slow population growth: Community averages smaller-sized 
households than the Province. Declining youth and working-age populations. 

Local affordability: About 45% of Quesnel residents cannot afford single-family detached homes that 
are currently available on the private market. In 2016, the homeownership rate was 63%.  

 

Figure 3: Quesnel’s 

Population Projection, 

1991 – 2031.  

Note the rapidly aging 

population 65 years 

and older is primarily 

leading growth in the 

City.  

https://www.quesnel.ca/city-hall/major-initiatives/housing-needs-assessment-gap-analysis-and-action-plan
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Housing Action Plan 
 

The Housing Action Plan includes a variety of suggested actions for the City to pursue moving 

forward. The Housing Action Plan builds upon seven focused areas identified through the needs and 

gap analysis report. Each strategy includes a priority ranking, potential strategic partners, success 

measures, and a variety of suggested actions for the City to consider. The full Housing Action Plan is 

laid out in section 3 of the document. To review more information and download the report, refer to 

the City’s webpage Housing Needs Assessment, Gap Analysis and Action Plan. 

When planning for development, consider how your proposal meets the themes in our Housing 

Action Plan. This can be used as part of your proposal rationale.  

Theme Strategies 
1. Address market-rate 

housing needs 
 Enhance density on properties that are already 

serviced with municipal water and sewer lines, 
particularly in existing urban properties 

 Enhance the supply of entry-level housing for young 
adults&  professionals and senior-appropriate 
housing 

2. Address non-market 
housing needs 

 Work with other levels of government, community 
agencies, and the development community to 
address housing affordability issues in terms of 
seniors housing and below-market-rate rental 
housing 

 Undertake research and education to support 
innovation 

3. Enhance supply of rental 
housing 

 Facilitate rental housing supply 

 Facilitate workforce housing 

Figure 4: Quesnel’s 

Housing Tenure by age 

of Household Maintainer, 

2016.  

In Quesnel, the 

homeownership rate was 

63% in 2016. The 

housing stock was 

reported as primarily 

single family homes, 

making up 61% of our 

City’s total housing 

inventory.  

https://www.quesnel.ca/city-hall/major-initiatives/housing-needs-assessment-gap-analysis-and-action-plan
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4. Enhance housing 
affordability 

 Facilitate more discussion between private non-
profits, developers, and landowners concerning new 
affordable housing developments 

 Promote sustainable development of more 
affordable housing units 

 Examine the creation of an Affordable Housing 
Reserve Fund 

5. Maintain the quality of the 
current housing stock 

 Same as theme: Maintain the quality of the current 
housing stock 

6. Facilitate development on 
vacant lands 

 Same as theme: Facilitate development on vacant 
lands 

7. Prepare for anticipated 
growth in population aged 
65 years and over 

 Ensure adequate accessibility in housing for seniors 

 

Private Sector Involvement 
 

Local developers have begun to integrate affordable housing units into their market developments 

for a variety of reasons including increasing financial viability, accessing alternative loans, accessing 

grant funding, increasing density requirements, receiving possible municipal incentives such as tax 

exemptions or development cost charge waivers, and contributing to their community positively. 

Developers offer an array of experience in risk management to carry out a successful project, which 

is extremely valuable to non-profit organizations that are often well-connected to vulnerable 

populations in need of more housing options. Both parties may have the capital to contribute to the 

project for successful long-term operations.  

The section below outlines programs available for the development of housing in Quesnel. Should 

you have any questions about this package or items listed in it, please contact the City’s Department 

of Development Services at 250-992-2111 or developmentservices@quesnel.ca  

 

 

  

mailto:developmentservices@quesnel.ca
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Incentives and Programs for Housing in Quesnel 
There are different programs and incentives available to for-profit and non-profit organizations 

seeking to add to their housing portfolio. This package is for developers and non-profit organizations 

to help them access the resources, programs, and incentives that exist to promote the development 

of a healthy, balanced housing stock in Quesnel.  

Table 1: Municipal Incentives and Programs  

Incentive/Program $ 
(if applicable) 

Eligibility* 

Multi-Family Housing Incentive Varies; 5 to 10 year tax 
exemptions, reduced or 
waived DCCs** 

50% of DUs*** meet adaptable standards, 
exterior design standards, low environmental 
impact standards 

Accessory Dwelling Unit Guide 
(including secondary suites)  

Building permit fees exempt 
for legalizing suites until Jan 
2022 

Open to all 

Reduced parking requirements Varies by development Rationale must be supported by 
administration 

Processing Support n/a Developments meet goals in the Housing 
Action Plan 

Expedite Applications n/a Developments meet goals in the Housing 
Action Plan 

Contact 

City of Quesnel, Development Services Department 
Web: www.quesnel.ca/contact 
Phone: 250-992-2111  |  Email: developmentservices@quesnel.ca 

* Further requirements for eligibility may be required 

**DCC = Development Cost Charges 

***DUs = Dwelling Units 

 

Table 2: Provincial Incentives and Programs 

Incentive/Program  

Contact Information 

$ 

(if applicable) 
Eligibility* 

Affordable Home Ownership Program  
 
Provincial Director Raymond Kwong 
604-439-4757  |  rkwong@bchousing.org  

Varies, up to 100% of loan Site must be suitable for 
affordable housing, clear 
business case. 

Provincial Rental Supply: Interim Financing, 
Take-out Financing, and Grant Funding 
 
Provincial Director Raymond Kwong: 
Phone: 604-439-4757 
Email: rkwong@bchousing.org  
 

Varies. Up to 100% interim and 
take-out financing, and up to 
$100k/unit grant.  

Must be a non-profit to be 
eligible for take-out financing 
and grant funding, clear 
business case. 

Housing Hub Partnerships and Advice 
Provincial Director Raymond Kwong: 
Phone: 604-439-4757 
Email: rkwong@bchousing.org 

n/a Varies. Site must be suitable 
for affordable housing 

mailto:rkwong@bchousing.org
mailto:rkwong@bchousing.org
mailto:rkwong@bchousing.org
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Community Partnerships Initiatives (CPI) 
 
Regional Director Amy Wong:  
Phone: 604-456-8843 
Email: awong@bchousing.org 

Varies by development Borrowed must be a registered 
non-profit. Project evaluated 
using the affordable rental 
criteria (see webpage) 

Building BC: Community Housing Fund 
 
Regional Director Amy Wong:  
Phone: 604-456-8843 
Email: awong@bchousing.org 

Varies. Grant up to $100,000 per 
housing unit secured by a 35-year 
forgivable loan. Interim 
construction / take out financing 
up to 100%. 

Non-profit and for-profit 
developers, Indigenous non-
profit housing providers, First 
Nations, and Metis Nation BC 
may apply.  

Building BC: Indigenous Housing Fund 
 
Regional Director Amy Wong:  
Phone: 604-456-8843 
Email: awong@bchousing.org 

Varies. Grant up to $200,000 per 
housing unit secured by a 35-year 
forgivable loan. Interim 
construction / take out financing 
up to 100%.  

Non-profit and for-profit 
developers, Indigenous non-
profit housing providers, First 
Nations, and Metis Nation BC 
may apply.  

Building BC: Supportive Housing Fund 
 
Regional Director Amy Wong:  
Phone: 604-456-8843 
Email: awong@bchousing.org 

Varies by development Must be a non-profit, purpose 
to assist low income 
households with capacity to 
provide support services. 

Building BC: Women’s Transition Housing Fund 
 
Regional Director Amy Wong:  
Phone: 604-456-8843 
Email: awong@bchousing.org 

Varies by development Must be a non-profit specialize 
in housing and supports for 
women and children who are 
experiencing or at risk of 
violence  

Building BC: Rapid Response to Homelessness 
 
Regional Director Amy Wong:  
Phone: 604-456-8843 
Email: awong@bchousing.org 

Varies by development Requires support of a nonprofit 
to provide staffing and tenant 
services based on their 
assessed needs. 
 

* Further requirements for eligibility may be required 

 

Table 3: Federal Incentives and Programs 

Incentive/Program 

Contact Information 
 

$ 

(if applicable) 
Eligibility* 

Seed Funding: New Construction 
 
Affordable Housing Specialist  
Phone: 604-742-4136 
Email: ahc_bc@cmhc.ca 

Max loan: $350,000.  
Max contribution: $150,000 or 
40% for nonprofits and 
indigenous groups; 30% or 
$150,000 for public sector; 15% 
or $75,000 for private sector. 

Available for early stages of 
development in affordable 
housing projects.   
 

Seed Funding: Preservation 
 
Affordable Housing Specialist  
Phone: 604-742-4136 
Email: ahc_bc@cmhc.ca 

Funding determined on a scoring 
and prioritization process. 

Must hold an active federally 
administered operating 
agreement. Open to 
community housing 
providers. 
 

Rental Construction Financing 
 
Affordable Housing Specialist  
Phone: 604-742-4136 
Email: ahc_bc@cmhc.ca 

Varies. Up to 100%, 50 year 
amortization, 1.10x debt service 
ratio. 

Developers must quality 
under a "social outcome point 
system" based on 
affordability, viability, 
accessibility and the 
environmental aspects of the 
project. 

mailto:awong@bchousing.org
mailto:awong@bchousing.org
mailto:awong@bchousing.org
mailto:awong@bchousing.org
mailto:awong@bchousing.org
mailto:awong@bchousing.org
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Community Housing Transformation Centre 
 
Phone: 514-360-3967  
Email submission via website 
centre.support/grants/  
 

Varies. Up to $50,000 per 
community housing project. 
Additional funds up to $150,000 
for achieving National Housing 
Strategy priorities.  

Must be a community 
housing provider. Funding is 
not to build new housing, but 
for projects to improve 
services, increase capacity, 
and promote access to 
information. 

National Housing Co-Investment Fund – New 
Construction 
 
Affordable Housing Specialist  
Phone: 604-742-4136 
Email: ahc_bc@cmhc.ca 

Varies. Loans with a 10-year term 
with fixed interest rate; up to 50 
year amortization; up to 95% loan 
to cost for residential.  

Non-profits, private sector, 
governments and others. 
Keep 30% of units below 80% 
of median market rent for 20 
years. Scoring matrix for 
eligibility. 

National Housing Co-Investment Fund – 
Repair and Renewal 
 
Affordable Housing Specialist  
Phone: 604-742-4136 
Email: ahc_bc@cmhc.ca 

Varies. Loans with a 10-year term 
with fixed interest rate; up to 40 
year amortization; up to 95% loan 
to cost for residential. 

Non-profits, private sector, 
governments and others. 
Keep 30% of units below 80% 
of median market rent for 20 
years. Scoring matrix for 
eligibility. 

Mortgage Loan Insurance: Affordable Housing 
 
Robyn Adamache, Manager, Multi-Unit Client 
Relations 
Phone: 604-737-4161 
Email: radamach@cmhc.ca 

Varies. Loan advances of 85-
95%, up to 40 year amortization, 
1.10 debt coverage ratios.  

Open to new or existing rental 
housing. Excellent credit, 
ability to guarantee 100% of 
the loan during construction, 
replacement reserves of at 
least 2% of effective gross 
income. 

* Further requirements for eligibility may be required 

 

Table 4: Other External Incentives and Programs 

Incentive/Program 

Contact Information 
 

$ (if applicable) Eligibility* 

Northern Housing Incentive 
Northern Development Initiative Trust 
 
Phone: 250-561-2525 
Email: info@northerndevelopment.bc.ca 

$10,000 per DU** up to 
maximum of $200,000 

Market housing that 
addresses need in Municipal 
Housing Needs Assessment; 
meets City Housing Incentive 
Program. 

Affordable Housing Financing 
Housing Investment Corporation 
 
Email submission via website “Contact Us” 
page: www.housinginvestment.ca/ 

Varies. 30 or 40 year term, 4.65% 
fixed rate. 6 month debt service 
reserve  

Varies. Evaluation package 
includes financial feasibility, 
need and demand, housing 
concept, etc. 

* Further requirements for eligibility may be required 

**DU = Dwelling Unit 

 

Do you know of a program/incentive not in the list above? Has one of the programs/incentives 

expired and is no longer offered? Please contact developmentservices@quesnel.ca so we can 

update our information!  

 

  

https://centre.support/grants/
mailto:radamach@cmhc.ca
mailto:info@northerndevelopment.bc.ca
https://www.housinginvestment.ca/
mailto:developmentservices@quesnel.ca
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Municipal Programs 

Multi-Family Housing Incentive 
The program is intended to provide a 5 or 10 year tax exemption incentive for the development of 

multi-family housing units that improve accessibility as well as meet set design and livability 

standards. Additionally, development cost charges may also be waived for providing non-profit 

housing units and reduced for developments that are of low environmental impact if they first meet 

the tax exemption incentives.  

To apply, you must have a complete development permit submitted to Development Services for 

review.  For more information, view the City Incentives webpage.  

This program is currently only available throughout North Quesnel and a portion of Riverview and 

West Riverside neighbourhoods. These areas have been identified as appropriate locations to 

increase density. See the map and tables below for eligibility: 

 

 

*All projects must include 3 or more attached units and must meet the requirements above 

 

 

https://www.quesnel.ca/business-services/incentives/city-incentives
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Accessory Dwelling Unit Guide  
Accessory dwelling units are umbrella terms that include secondary (basement) suites, carriage 

homes, and secondary dwellings. The Zoning Bylaw 1880, adopted by Council on December 17, 

2019, permits these three uses in residential zones on lots occupied by single-family homes.  The 

City has created a How-To Guide to provide information for residents and builders who may be 

interested in building or legalizing a suite. There is also a small, two-page Snapshot of the guide as a 

summary. To learn more and download the How-To Guide and the Snapshot, visit the City’s 

Accessory Dwelling Units webpage.  

 

Council passed a resolution early 2020 to support the development of accessory dwelling units. As 

an incentive to increase our rental housing stock, all new and pre-existing accessory dwelling units 

are exempt from building permit fees for two years, starting early 2020 until early 2022. The 

resolution is available to read on the Housing Initiatives webpage or Secondary Suites webpage.  

To apply for an accessory dwelling unit and waive fees, you must have a complete building permit 

submitted to the Development Services Department.  

Contact the Development Services Department at 250.992.2111 if you have any questions or are 

interested in discussing the possibility of an accessory dwelling unit. For questions regarding the 

Building Code, contact the Building Department at 250.991.7461, City Hall at 250.992.1512 or e-mail 

buildinginspection@quesnel.ca   

Back to Table 

 

 

 

https://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/accessory-dwelling-units
https://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/housing-initiatives/affordable-housing
https://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/accessory-dwelling-units/secondary-suites
mailto:buildinginspection@quesnel.ca
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Reduced Parking Requirements 
The City’s parking requirements were updated in 2019 in the Zoning Bylaw 1880 to reflect parking 

demand. The off-street parking and loading requirements are listed in section 5 of the Zoning Bylaw.  

From Table 5.1 of the Zoning Bylaw: 

Use Required Number of Parking Spaces 
Single Detached Dwelling 2 stalls per dwelling unit 
Duplex Dwelling 2 stalls per dwelling unit 
Multi-Unit Residential 1 per dwelling unit plus 1 space for every 7 dwelling 

units or part thereof 
For congregate housing, 1 space for every 4 dwelling 
units 

Accessory Dwelling Units 
(secondary suites) 

1 stall per accessory dwelling unit in additional to spaces 
required for the principal dwelling unit 

Supportive Housing 1 stall per 3 dwelling units 

To receive a parking reduction from the required number of stalls, a variance to the Zoning Bylaw 

must be requested. The Development Services Department must support the rationale for a 

variance. It’s important to note that a reduction in parking is not guaranteed, and your proposal 

should have alternative options. When requesting a variance, the development should consider 

aspects including, but not limited to: 

1. Neighbourhood context (Do people need to drive to meet their needs? How is the risk of 
street spillover due to lack of parking considered? Has any research been done to determine 
if the target population for the development requires fewer stalls or not?) 

2. Location of development (Is it walkable? Is it near public transportation?) 

3. Benefits of the development (What is the level of affordability? Are units accessible? Is the 
building low environment impact? How does the development benefit the community and 
wellbeing of our residents?) 

You can access the full Zoning Bylaw on the City’s Zoning & Land Use webpage.  

Processing Support 
To ensure that the City is working towards securing an adequate supply of housing to support its 

residents, the Development Services Department is committed to assisting developers planning for 

housing development with the application processes. For any questions on municipal procedures, 

please contact the Development Services Department at developmentservices@quesnel.ca or 

250.992.2111. Past projects have cited this technical support as critical to their success. 

Expedite Applications 
Along with processing support, the City is committed to expediting application processes for 

developments that include affordable housing or respond to the City’s Housing Action Plan. These 

applications for Development and Building Permits will be prioritized.  

Back to Table  

  

https://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/planning-zoning/zoning-and-land-use
mailto:developmentservices@quesnel.ca
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Provincial Programs  
BC Housing is a provincial Crown agency under the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing that 

develops, manages and administers a wide range of housing options across the Province. They are 

responsible for fulfilling the directives of the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing’s yearly 

mandate letter. As well, BC Housing administers the Provincial Rental Housing Corporation (created 

in 1961), which holds property for social and other low-cost housing in B.C. 

There are two streams that BC Housing operates to develop housing with partners, as indicated in 

the graphic below, representing a portion of the Housing Continuum.  

BuildingBC focuses on subsidized homes for our most vulnerable people in need of housing 

supports to build stability in their lives. BuildingBC provides operational subsidies, low-cost 

financing, access to land, project coordination, development subsidies and support. If you are in a 

non-profit organization dedicated to housing, BuildingBC is likely where you will receive your funding 

and support from the province. To apply, you must wait for when BuildingBC releases Request for 

Proposals (RFPs) or Expression of Interests (EOI). It is recommended that your team prepare 

proposals in advance to be adequately prepared for the submissions.  

The Housing Hub focuses on the “missing middle,” referring to household incomes between $70,000 

to $150,000, depending on the community. The Housing Hub does not include operating subsidies. It 

focuses on forming strategic partnerships to increase the rental market in British Columbia and 

support financial sustainability by offering low-cost financing, access to land, project coordination, 

and no or low-capital equity. The Housing Hub does not operate on RFPs and is open for partnership 

considerations. The Housing Hub works with all private and community partners. 

 

 

To learn more about BC Housing and the variety of other programs and initiatives the corporation is 

responsible for, view their website www.bchousing.org/home  

  

https://www.bchousing.org/home
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Affordable Homeownership Program (AHOP) 
Through the Housing Hub, the Affordable Homeownership Program (AHOP) supports the 

development of new, owner purchased home for eligible middle-income households. AHOP provides 

an opportunity for households to access market ownership housing that is available for 5%-20% 

below market value for eligible buyers. The program is administered based on need in the 

community for affordable housing, environmentally sustainable practices, consistency with 

municipal and regional plans, and project partners that maximize their equity contributions.  

Funding Available:  

1. Partner Contributions 

2. Financing 

3. Interim construction financing up to 100% to complete the project and registered as a 
repayment loan on title. Loan will be repaid with the proceeds from the sale of units.  

4. AHOP Mortgages for Purchasers  

5. AHOP units are sold at full market value with AHOP 
mortgage on title. Mortgage is a 25 year term, 
interest and payment free, open to repayment at 
any time.  

6. At repayment, the home owner must repay the 
proportionate share of the current fair market value 
of the home. 

7. At repayment, home buyer may refinance through the lender of their choice. 

8. AHOP Funds 

9. Proceeds from repayment of AHOP mortgages are reinvested in affordable housing in the 
community.  

10. Where the AHOP mortgage is paid out upon resale, the purchaser may apply to BC Housing 
for an AHOP mortgage equal to the repayment amount.  

Eligibility: 

1. Site must be suitable for affordable housing. Housing must be affordable.  

2. Needs and Demands for affordable ownership must be demonstrated.  

3. Clear business case demonstrating sales revenues can repay interim loan. 

4. Partners required to bring equity to the development. 

Additional evaluation includes ownership costs are favourable against the local market, geographic 

location, and character of market shows units will sell in a timely manner. For more information, 

refer to BC Housing’s Programs & Eligibility webpage.  

To apply, reach out to BC Housing’s current Housing Hub Director Provincial Director Raymond 

Kwong:  Phone: 604-439-4757, Email: rkwong@bchousing.org, or view the full contact directory at: 

www.bchousing.org/contact. 

Back to Table 

Provincial Rental Supply: Interim Financing, Take-out 
Financing, and Grant Funding 
Through the Housing Hub, the Provincial Rental Supply program’s goal is to increase the supply and 

range of affordable and appropriate rental housing options for middle-income households across 

BC. Developments must be able to operate without any ongoing subsidies or other funding from BC 

https://www.bchousing.org/housinghub/programs-and-eligibility
https://www.bchousing.org/contact
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Housing. The program is administered based on need in the community for affordable housing, 

financial and environmental sustainability, consistency with municipal and regional plans, and 

project partners that maximize their equity contributions.  

Funding Available:  

 Partner Contributions 

 Financing 

o Interim construction financing up to 100% to complete the project. 

o Non-profit partners may be eligible for take-out financing with low-interest rates and 
favourable terms. Low-cost Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation loan 
insurance. 

 Grant Funding 

o Up to $100,000/unit in select non-profit projects. Secured with a 35-year forgivable 
mortgage.  

Eligibility: 

1. Site must be suitable for affordable housing. 

2. Housing must be for middle-income households. Proponent owns and controls mortgage 
interest in property.  

3. Needs and Demand Assessment complete (note: City has completed assessment in 2019) 

4. Clear business case demonstrating ability to maintain affordability over time. 

5. Partners encouraged to bring equity to the project. 

Additional evaluation is based on greater community impact, affordability, municipal and community 

support, larger equity contribution, geographic location, and environmental sustainable design. Rents 

are determined by BC Housing and must remain affordable for a minimum of 10 years. Units that 

receive capital grants will remain affordable for a minimum of 35 years.  

To apply, reach out to BC Housing’s current Housing Hub Director Provincial Director Raymond 

Kwong:  Phone: 604-439-4757, Email: rkwong@bchousing.org, or view the full contact directory at 

www.bchousing.org/contact. For more information, refer to the Housing Hub Programs & Eligibility 

webpage.    

Back to Table 

 

Housing Hub Partnerships and Advice 
Developers looking to create affordable housing for the “missing middle” may do so with advice and 

referrals to potential partners from BC Housing. For more information and about these resources, 

contact BC Housing’s current Housing Hub Director Provincial Director Raymond Kwong:  

Phone: 604-439-4757, Email: rkwong@bchousing.org, or view the full contact directory at 

www.bchousing.org/contact   

You can review example partnerships that are completed and underway on BC Housing’s 

Development Projects webpage. To learn more about the Housing Hub, review the Partnering with 

BC Housing to Build Affordable Housing webpage.  

Back to Table 

https://www.bchousing.org/contact
https://www.bchousing.org/housinghub/programs-and-eligibility
mailto:rkwong@bchousing.org
https://www.bchousing.org/contact
https://www.bchousing.org/projects-partners/development-projects
https://www.bchousing.org/housinghub
https://www.bchousing.org/housinghub


18 | P a g e  
 

Community Partnerships Initiatives (CPI) 
BC Housing’s Community Partnerships Initiatives (CPI) program provides advice, referrals to 

partnership opportunities and long-term financing to help non-profit societies create self-sustaining, 

affordable housing developments. To be considered for CPI funding, a project must be considered 

self-sustaining. It is not applied toward capital grants or operating subsidies. CPI falls under the 

“Affordable Rentals” and “Affordable Homeownership” segment on the Housing Continuum.  

Financing Options include: 

 Interim Construction Financing 

o Up to 100% of the construction cost, includes new construction and purchase of 
existing buildings. 

 Take-Out Financing  

o Assistance obtaining take-out financing with low-interest rates and favourable terms. 
Low-cost Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation loan insurance. 

 Security 

o Operating agreement or affordable housing agreement with BC Housing, registration 
of BC Housing’s standard mortgage security package, and Section 219 restrictive 
covenant. 

Project Eligibility: 

1. Site must be suitable for affordable housing. 

2. Proponent owns and controls mortgage interest in property.  

3. Needs and Demand Assessment complete (note: City has completed assessment in 2019) 

4. Clear business case demonstrating ability to maintain affordability over time. 

5. Proponent brings equity to the development. 

6. Non-profit partners must be incorporated and demonstrate capacity to manage and operate. 

7. Rental: A minimum Debt-Coverage Ratio of 1.2 based on market rents, or 1.1 for below 
market rents, agreed amortization period, and BC Housing’s assumed take-out interest rate. 

8. Ownership: The project partner must demonstrate that the project is feasible, including 
satisfying any pre-determined pre-sales requirements. 

BC Housing recommends arranging a meeting with the BC Housing Director responsible for our 

community to gain more information and share your business plan. Quesnel’s current director is 

Regional Director Amy Wong: Phone: 604-456-8843 Email: awong@bchousing.org 

To apply, BC Housing will consider proposals through an open proposal calls advertised on 

www.bchousing.org. Evaluation based on proponent, project eligibilities, need and demand, lending 

criteria and available financing. Visit BC Housing’s Community Partnerships Initiatives webpage for 

more information, fact sheets, and templates.  

Back to Table  

Building BC: Community Housing Fund 
As part of the biggest investment in housing affordability in BC history, $1.9 billion has been 

provided over 10 years to the Community Housing Fund. The Building BC: Community Housing Fund 

program facilitates the development of mixed-income, affordable rental housing projects for middle 

and low-income families, independent seniors and individuals. The first Request for Proposals 

closed on September 17, 2018. A second round is expected spring 2020, and future dates to follow 

as funding is allocated.  

mailto:awong@bchousing.org
http://www.bchousing.org/
https://www.bchousing.org/projects-partners/funding-opportunities/CPI
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The funding is open to non-profit housing societies or for-profit firms that partner with non-profit 

societies. Once operating, the organization is wholly responsible for the collection of rent, resident 

relations, building maintenance, community relations, and capital planning.  

Funding Available: 

 Capital Grant: up to $100,000 per housing unit (secured by a 35-year forgivable loan) 

 Interim Construction /Take-Out Financing: up to 100% of construction cost 

 Operating Subsidy: Limited is available. Priority is given to proposals demonstrating a limited 
need for subsidy.  

Eligibility: 

1. Proposals must reflect the following mix of rents and incomes in a single building: 

30% of Units Moderate Income – Affordable Market Rents 
Eligibility Current low and moderate income limits per unit size ($71,200/$104,440 

as of 01 April 2018), as determined by BC Housing 
Rents Initial rents established by BC Housing (based on CMHC Average Market 

Rent), with annual RTA increased. Must be maintained at no less than 
CMHC Average Market Rent. 

Income Testing At move-in only. 
 

50% of Units Housing Income Limits – Rent Geared to Income “RGI” 
Eligibility Blend incomes below HIL, residents selected from Housing Registry 
Rents Rent Geared to Income (RGI) per BC Rent Scale. 
Income Testing Annual. 

 

20% of Units Low Income – Deep Subsidy Units 

Eligibility Independent Households in receipt of Income Assistant or where RGI is 
equal or less than shelter component of Income Assistance. Seniors in 
receipt of only Old Age Security & Guaranteed Income Supplement. 

Rents RGI per BC Rent Scale. 
Income Testing Annual. 

 

2. Proponents must demonstrate they have an ownership interest in the site 

3. Proponent provides equity contributions in the form of land or other assets to increase the 
viability of development 

4. Proponent must enter into a 60 year Operating Agreement with BC Housing 

To apply and for more information, monitor BC Housing’s Building BC: Community Housing Fund 

webpage. There is a webinar on the webpage explaining the program and the RFP process. To view 

current proposals across the province, the Community Housing Fund Program overview webpage 

has a map you can view.  

Back to Table 

Building BC: Indigenous Housing Fund 
BC Housing has allocated $550 million over 10 years to build and operate 1,750 units of social 

housing both On and Off-reserve through the Indigenous Housing Fund. The fund is open to 

Indigenous non-profit housing providers, First Nations, Metis Nation BC, and non-profit and for-profit 

developers, who want to partner with Indigenous organizations and First Nations interested in 

https://www.bchousing.org/projects-partners/funding-opportunities/Building-BC-CHF
https://www.bchousing.org/projects-partners/Building-BC/CHF-program
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creating new affordable rental housing units for Indigenous persons. Projects can be On or Off-

reserve. The first Request for Proposals closed on October 5, 2018. A second round is expected 

spring 2020, and future dates to follow as funding is allocated. 

Funding Available: 

 Capital Grant: up to $200,00 per housing unit (secured by a 35-year forgivable loan) 

 Interim Construction: up to 100% of construction cost 

 Take-out financing: available to Indigenous non-profit housing provider secured by a 35-year 
repayable mortgage with a minimum Debt Coverage Ratio (DCR) of 1.0 

 Operating Subsidy: Available to assist projects in maintaining affordability.  

Eligibility: 

1. Proposals but reflect the following regarding rents and income: 

Income All households must have an income that is at or below the 
Housing Income Limits (“HILs”), as published by BC Housing 

Rents All rents in the projects must be rent-geared-to-income (“RGI”), in 
accordance with the BC Rent Scale 

Income Testing Annual 

2. Proponents must demonstrate they have an ownership interest in the site 

3. Proponent provides equity contributions in the form of land or other assets to increase 
viability of development 

4. Proponent must enter into a 60 year Operating Agreement with BC Housing 

To apply and for more information, monitor BC Housing’s Indigenous Housing Fund webpage. For in-

depth information on the RFP process and a webinar explaining the program, view the Building BC: 

Indigenous Housing Fund Program overview webpage. 

Back to Table 

Building BC: Supportive Housing Fund 
BC Housing has allocated $1.2 billion million over 10 year to deliver an additional 2,500 new homes 

with 24/7 support services for people who are experiencing homelessness or at risk of 

homelessness through the Supportive Housing Fund. The fund is open to partnerships with non-

profit housing providers, government authorities and community groups. The Province will own the 

buildings and land. The first Expression of Interest closed on October 30, 2018. A second-round has 

not been announced yet. Successful non-profit service providers who selected based upon the 

requirements in each specific community and the level of provider interest.  

Eligibility: 

1. Service providers must operate as a non-profit entity and be in good standing with the 
appropriate registry. 

2. Have constating documents that meet BC Housing’s requirements or be willing to make 
requirements. 

3. Have a stated purpose of providing affordable housing for low or low and moderate-income 
households. 

4. Have a provision regarding the disposition of assets upon dissolution. 

5. Have rules of conduct in accordance with the provider’s purposes and legislation.  

https://www.bchousing.org/projects-partners/Building-BC/IHF-program
https://www.bchousing.org/projects-partners/funding-opportunities/Building-BC-IHF
https://www.bchousing.org/projects-partners/funding-opportunities/Building-BC-IHF
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6. Non-profit housing providers selected to operate the successful projects will provide support 
services including, but not limited to: 

 A meal program; 

 Supporting residents to maintain their residencies, such as: directly assisting with room 

de-cluttering, resident rent contribution and/or repayment plans; 

 Individual or group support services such as life skills, community information, social 

and recreational programs; 

 Connecting residents to community supports and services such as education, 

employment, health, life skills, long-term housing; 

 Case planning and resident needs assessment, including the Vulnerability Assessment 

Tool (VAT); and, 

 Assistance in accessing income assistance, pension benefits, disability benefits, 

obtaining a BC identification card, or establishing a bank account as appropriate. 

7. Service provider must have written policies on safety and security of staff, and the 
appropriate skills, training, and qualifications must be identified. 

 

To apply and for more information, monitor BC Housing’s Supportive Housing Fund webpage for 

future calls for an Expression of Interest.  

Back to Table 

Building BC: Women’s Transition Housing Fund 
BC Housing has allocated $734 million over 10 years to build and operate 1,500 new units of 

housing, including transition houses, safe homes, second-stage and long-term housing. The fund 

also provides women and children access to safe, secure and confidential services, including 

information and support for decision making, referrals to other services, and links to safe, affordable 

housing. 

The fund is open to partnerships with non-profit housing providers who specialize in housing and 

supports for women and children who are experiencing or at risk of violence. The first Expression of 

Interest closed on July 13, 2018. A second-round has not been announced yet. Successful non-profit 

service providers are selected based upon the requirements in each specific community and the 

level of provider interest.  

Eligibility: 

1. Service providers must operate as a non-profit entity and be in good standing with the 
appropriate registry. 

2. Have constating documents that meet BC Housing’s requirements or be willing to make 
requirements. 

3. Have a stated purpose to provide affordable housing for low or low and moderate-income 
households. 

4. Have a provision regarding the disposition of assets upon dissolution. 

5. Have rules of conduct in accordance with the provider’s purposes and legislation.  

 

To apply and for more information and to monitor the next call for an Expression of Interest, visit BC 

Housing’s Women’s Transition Housing Fund Program webpage. To review information on the 

Expression of Interest process, visit the Funding Opportunities webpage.  

https://www.bchousing.org/projects-partners/funding-opportunities/Building-BC-SHF
https://www.bchousing.org/projects-partners/Building-BC/WTHF-program
https://www.bchousing.org/projects-partners/funding-opportunities/Building-BC-WTHF
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Building BC: Rapid Response to Homelessness 
The Province is investing $291 million to build over 2,000 modular supportive housing units across 

B.C. for people who are homeless or at risk of being homeless. As well, the Province is investing 

$170 million over three years to help those with the highest housing needs to build new beginnings. 

Experienced non-profit housing providers will provide support to tenants based on their assessed 

needs. To date, over 2,000 have been confirmed, and a future Expression of Interest has not been 

determined.  

For more information and to monitor any potential future EOIs, view BC Housing’s Rapid Response to 

Homelessness webpage. For any questions, reach out to the Regional Director Amy Wong: Phone: 

604-456-8843 Email: awong@bchousing.org 

Back to Table 

  

https://www.bchousing.org/projects-partners/Building-BC/RRH-program
https://www.bchousing.org/projects-partners/Building-BC/RRH-program
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Federal Programs 
The Government of Canada, through the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC), 

administers housing programs and funding opportunities with provincial and territorial partners. The 

purpose of CMHC is to make housing affordable for everyone in Canada. The key aspiration of 

CMHC is that “by 2030, everyone in Canada has a home that they can afford and that meets their 

needs.” The aspiration is an ambitious goal that drives CMHC’s work and partnership initiatives. For 

more information about CMHC’s history, mandate, accomplished and objectives, view the About 

CMHC webpage.  

CMHC delivers funding to provincial and territorial partners under the Investment in Affordable 

Housing (IAH) program. The IAH program includes initiatives like new construction, renovation, 

homeownership assistance, rent supplements, shelter allowances, accessibility modifications, and 

accommodations for victims of family violence.  To find what programs are available in each 

province or territory, view the Affordable Housing Programs Across Canada webpage on CMHC’s 

site. BC Housing is responsible for affordable housing programs in British Columbia.  

In 2017, the Government of Canada released the National Housing Strategy: A Place to Call Home 

(“NHS”). The NHS is Canada’s first-ever national housing strategy and represents the largest and 

most ambitious federal housing program in Canadian history. Over the next decade, it will invest over 

$55 billion to build stronger communities and help Canadians across the country access a safe, 

affordable home. To learn more about the NHS, visit the Government of Canada’s webpage, A Place 

to Call Home. You can download the full strategy from the What is the National Housing Strategy? 

webpage. The targets of the NHS are noted in the image below. With the Federal and Provincial 

governments both dedicated to housing, now is the time to leverage opportunities and get building! 

 

  

https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/about-cmhc
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/about-cmhc
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/developing-and-renovating/provincial-territorial-agreements/investment-in-affordable-housing
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/developing-and-renovating/provincial-territorial-agreements/investment-in-affordable-housing
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/developing-and-renovating/develop-new-affordable-housing/programs-and-information/provincial-territorial-programs-information
https://www.placetocallhome.ca/
https://www.placetocallhome.ca/
https://www.placetocallhome.ca/what-is-the-strategy
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Seed Funding: New Construction 
CMHC has established a Seed Funding Program to assist developers, whether they are private or 

non-profit, in constructing affordable housing through interest-free loans and/or non-repayable 

contributions. This grant is specifically available to aid in the pre-development activities of the 

development of affordable housing and is not to cover any costs incurred before approval of the 

project for funding by CMHC. 

Funding Available: 

 Loan: up to $350,000 

o Interest-free offers a 3-year period to complete and submit a payment request 

 Contribution: 

o Offers a 2-year period to complete and submit a payment request 

o Co-operatives, non-profits, indigenous groups: up to 40% of total approved funding or 
$150,000, whichever is less 

o Municipal, provincial, territorial governments: up to 30% of total approved funding or 
$150,000, whichever is less 

o Private sector: up to 15% of total approved funding or $75,000, whichever is less 

Eligibility: 

1. Project types include community and affordable housing, mixed-use market/affordable 
rental, shelters, transitional housing, supportive housing, conversion of a non-residential 
building to affordable multi-residential, and renovation of existing affordable units at risk of 
being abandoned/demolished. 

2. Minimum of 5 affordable units/beds. 

3. Primarily residential. 

4. Proposed rents must be considered affordable based on community.  

Prioritization for funding is given to projects that provide housing for those in the greater need, 

include partnerships, and represent the pillars of social, economic, and environmental sustainability.  

To apply and for more information, refer to CMHC’s Seed Funding (New Construction Stream) 

webpage.  

Back to Table 

Seed Funding: Preservation 
Preservation Funding helps existing community housing providers remain viable and prepare for 

future funding opportunities by providing financial assistance to support the cost of completing 

preservation activities. Eligible activities may include a building condition report, capital replacement 

reserve planning, operating viability analysis, age-friendly conversion assessment, and an energy 

audit. 

Funding Available: 

 Contribution: up to $50,000 per community housing project. 

Eligibility:  

1. You must hold an active federally administered operating agreement and comply with the 
terms in the agreement (including federally administered social housing projects and those 
transferred under a Social Housing Agreement (SHA) whose federal operating agreements 
have ended). 

2. Minimum of 5 affordable units/beds. 

https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/developing-and-renovating/funding-opportunities/seed-funding
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3. Primarily residential.  

4. Proposed rents must be considered affordable based on community.  

To apply and for more information, refer to CMHC’s Preservation Funding for Community Housing 

webpage.  

Back to Table 

Rental Construction Financing 
A National Housing Strategy initiative, the Rental Construction Financing provides low-cost loans 

encouraging construction of rental housing. It supports sustainable apartment projects in areas 

where there is a need for additional rental supply. From 2017 until 2027, CMHC has up to $13.75 

billion in loans for the construction of about 42,500 units. Loan is open to the private sector, non-

profits, rental co-operatives, and municipalities.  

Funding Available: 

 Loan: minimum size of $1,000,000 

o Loan to cost: 90%-100% for residential component; up to 75% for non-residential. 

o Advancing: up to 100% of costs during construction 

o Debt coverage ratio requirements: 1.10 for residential component; 1.4 for non-
residential component. 

o Interest rate: 10 year fixed rate option or 10 year hybrid option (floating and fixed) 

o 50 year amortization  

Eligibility: 

1. Must be permanent (long-term stay), new rental affordable housing. 

2. Minimum of 5 units. 

3. Primary use is residential. 

4. Only available for standard apartments. Excludes retirement, long-term care, student 
housing, single room occupancy facilities and supportive housing. 

5. Financial Viability: Borrowers must demonstrate financial and operation ability to carry the 
project without ongoing subsidies. 

6. Affordability: project must either be Criteria A  or B 

a. A: total residential rental income at least 10% below gross achievable residential 
rental income, and a minimum of 20% of the units must be affordable with rents at or 
below 30% of the median household income in the subject market. 

b. B: affordability requirement may be met if the proposal is approved under other 
housing programs or initiatives that provide support for affordable rental such as 
capital grants, municipal concessions or expedited planning processing. 

7. Energy efficiency: minimum of 15% decrease in energy intensity and Greenhouse Gas 
emissions relative to the 2015 model building code. 

8. Accessibility: minimum of 10% of units meet accessibility standards. 

9. Borrower net worth must be equal to at least 25% of the loan amount being requested, with a 
minimum of $100,000. 

To apply and for more information, refer to CMHC’s Rental Construction Financing webpage. CMHC 

considers other social outcomes in application scoring such as partnerships, other government 

supports, and transit oriented eligibility (geographic location).  

Back to Table 

https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/developing-and-renovating/funding-opportunities/preservation-funding
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/nhs/rental-construction-financing-initiative
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Community Housing Transformation Centre 
The Community Housing Transformative Centre is a sector born initiative backed by the National 

Housing Strategy. It offers grants to community housing providers, community housing service 

providers and community organizations in 3 separate programs. Visit the Centre’s Grant webpage to 

learn more about the initiatives and resources available.  

Program 1: Sector Transformation Fund – Local Projects 
The Local Projects Fund, managed by the Centre, is a great lever to respond to service gaps across 

the country. The main goal of the funding is to enhance the organizational capacity of the sector. 

Funding Available: 

Note that funding is not provided for construction, renovations, operating expenses, fundraising 

activities, capital investment projects, and other activities/programs not supported by the priority 

areas. 

 Depends on project. Scope of project work identified $25,000 - $100,000; funding is available 
to cover all or most costs.  

Eligibility: 

1. Project must correspond to at least one priority area: 

a. Reducing environmental footprint; gaps in service for Indigenous communities; 
sustainable business practices; increasing social inclusion and community 
engagement; and/or facilitating growth in the community housing sector. 

2. Attachments dependent on cost of project. Typically includes your latest financial statement 
and 1 – 3 reference letters. 

3. Projects rated by: clarity of the request; potential of transformational impact; need identified; 
partnerships; and organizational capacity. Additional criteria for scope of impact. 

To apply and for more information, view the Sector Transformation Fund – Local Projects webpage.  

Program 2: Sector Transformation Fund – Sectoral Impact 
Projects 
The Sectoral Impacts Projects fund, managed by the Centre, is a great lever to respond to service 

gaps across the country. The main goal of the fund is to support sector service providers, 

community housing providers, or those who are responding to a large identified gap within the 

community housing sector. The stream aims to support transformative projects that bring more or 

better services to multiple communities across multiple areas.  

Funding Available: 

Note that funding is not provided for construction, renovations, operating expenses, fundraising 

activities, capital investment projects, and other activities/programs not supported by the priority 

areas. 

 Depends on project. Scope of project work identified $25,000 - $100,000; funding is available 
to cover all or most costs.  

Eligibility: 

1. Project must correspond to at least one priority area: 

a. Reducing environmental footprint; gaps in service for Indigenous communities; 
sustainable business practices; increasing social inclusion and community 
engagement; and/or facilitating growth in the community housing sector. 

2. Attachments dependent on cost of project. Typically includes your latest financial statement 
and 1 – 3 reference letters. 

https://centre.support/grants/
https://centre.support/grants/sector-transformation-fund-local-projects/
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3. Projects rated by: clarity of the request; potential of transformational impact; need identified; 
partnerships; and organizational capacity. Additional criteria for scope of impact. 

To apply and for more information, view the Sector Transformation Fund – Sector Impact Projects 

webpage.  

Program 3: Community Based Tenant Initiatives Fund (CBTIF) 
The Community Based Tenant Initiatives Fund aims to raise awareness and support the 

implementation of new and improved tenant engagement practices. Contributions are available for 

community housing providers, organizations, sector service providers, and tenant associations to 

support vulnerable tenants.  

Funding Available: 

Note that funding is not provided for construction, renovations, operating expenses, fundraising 

activities, capital investment projects, and other activities/programs not supported by the priority 

areas. 

 Depends on project. Up to $150,00 

Eligibility: 

11. Projects funded by CBTIF should help achieve one of the following objectives:  

12. Increase/promote access to information, build capacity around housing decisions and 
responsibilities, and/or increase participation in housing-related decisions and projects.  

13. Project must correspond to at least one priority area: 

14. Reducing environmental footprint; gaps in service for Indigenous communities; sustainable 
business practices; increasing social inclusion and community 

15. Attachments dependent on cost of project. Typically includes your latest financial statement 
and 1 – 3 reference letters. 

16. Projects rated by: clarity of request, relevance of the project, identified need, and feasibility of 
the project. 

To apply and for more information, view the Community-based Tenant’s Initiative webpage.  

Back to Table 

National Housing Co-Investment Fund – New 
Construction 
A National Housing Strategy initiative, the National Housing Co-Investment Fund – New 

Construction provides loans and/or capital contributions to support and develop mixed-income, 

mixed-tenure, mixed-use affordable housing. The housing must be energy efficient, accessible and 

socially inclusive. From 2017 to 2027, CMHC has up to $5.19 billion in loans and $2.26 billion in 

capital contributions to provide. The funding is open to community housing providers, municipalities, 

provinces, indigenous government and organizations, and the private sector.  

Funding Available: 

 Loan and contribution: minimum $1,000,000 

 Loans:  

o Co-operatives, non-profits, indigenous groups: up to 95% of costs. 

o Municipal, provincial, private sector: up to 75% of costs. 

o Up to 20 year loan with CMHC, fixed rate, 10-year initial term, 50 year amortization. 

 Contributions: 

https://centre.support/grants/sector-transformation-fund-sectoral-impact-projects/
https://centre.support/grants/community-based-tenants-initiative/
https://centre.support/grants/community-based-tenants-initiative/
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o Co-operatives, non-profits, indigenous groups: up to 40% of costs. 

o Municipal, provincial, territorial governments: up to 30% of costs. 

o Private sector: up to 15% of costs. 

Eligibility: 

1. Available for standard rental, shelter, transitional, supportive, and seniors housing. 

2. Minimum of 5 units/beds. Primary use is residential.  

3. Financial Viability: Borrowers must demonstrate financial and operation ability to carry the 
project without ongoing subsidies. 

4. Affordability: Rents for at least 30% of the units must be less than 80% of the median market 
rent for the subject market and maintained for at least 20 years. 

5. Energy Efficiency: Projects must achieve a minimum 25% decrease in energy consumption 
and Greenhouse Has emissions over the most recent national building and energy codes. 

6. Accessibility: 20% of units must meet or exceed accessibility standards and common areas 
must be barrier-free or have a full universal design applied. 

To apply and for more information, view CMHC’s National Housing Co-Investment Fund – New 

Construction webpage.  

Back to Table 

National Housing Co-Investment Fund – Repair and 
Renewal 
A National Housing Strategy initiative, the National Housing Co-Investment Fund – Repair and 

Renewal provides loans and/or capital contributions to repair or renew the existing community and 

affordable housing supply. From 2017 to 2027, CMHC has up to $3.46 billion in loans and $2.26 

billion in capital contributions to provide. The funding is open to community housing providers, 

municipalities, provinces, indigenous government and organizations, and the private sector.  

Funding Available: 

 Loan and contribution: minimum $250,000 

 Loans:  

o Co-operatives, non-profits, indigenous groups: up to 95% of costs. 

o Municipal, provincial, private sector: up to 75% of costs. 

o Up to 20-year loan with CMHC, fixed-rate, 10-year initial term, 40-year amortization. 

 Contributions: 

o Co-operatives, non-profits, indigenous groups: up to 40% of costs. 

o Municipal, provincial, territorial governments: up to 30% of costs. 

o Private sector: up to 15% of costs. 

Eligibility: 

1. Proponent must have at least 5 years of property management experience. 

2. Proponent must have at least a break-even cash flow over the past five years with excellent 
credit and repayment history. 

3. Proponent must have successfully completed a similar project on time and within budget. 

4. Funding available for standard rental, shelter, transitional, supportive, and seniors housing. 

5. Minimum of 5 units/beds. Primary use is residential.  

6. Financial Viability: Borrowers must demonstrate financial and operational ability to carry the 
project without ongoing subsidies. 

https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/nhs/co-investment-fund---new-construction-stream
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/nhs/co-investment-fund---new-construction-stream
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7. Affordability: Rents for at least 30% of the units must be less than 80% of the median market 
rent for the subject market and maintained for at least 20 years. 

8. Energy Efficiency: Projects must achieve a minimum 25% decrease in energy consumption 
and Greenhouse Has emissions relative to past performance. 

9. Accessibility: 20% of units must meet or exceed accessibility standards and common areas 
must be barrier-free.  

To apply and for more information, view CMHC’s National Co-Investment Fund – Repair and Renewal 

webpage.  

Back to Table 

Mortgage Loan Insurance: Affordable Housing 
CMHC mortgage insurance offers many flexible tools to help you build, repair or improve rental 

housing, helping Canadians meet their rental needs. Flexibilities include higher loan-to-value ratios, 

lower debt coverage ratios, and reduced premiums. Flexibilities are available for both new and 

existing projects. They can be used for standard rental buildings, single-room occupancies, 

supportive housing and retirement homes. Additionally, energy-efficient projects can qualify for a 10-

15% refund on their loan insurance premiums.  

Funding Available: 

 Loans: 

o New construction: 95% loan-to-value for residential component (75% for non-
residential). 

o Existing: 85% loan-to-value for residential component (75% for non-residential) 

 Loan advancing available.  

 Fixed interest rate or floating. Up to 40 year amortization period.  

 Minimum debt coverage ratio for residential: 1.10, non-residential: 1.40 

Eligibility: 

1. Project has at least 5 units 

2. At least 70% residential 

3. Project has replacement reserves of at least 2% of effective gross income (EGI) 

4. Proponent has at least 5 years experience in property management operation 

5. Proponent has excellent credit and repayment history 

6. Proponent has a net worth of at least 25% of the value of the loan 

7. Proponent has proof of a similar project constructed on time and budget 

8. Proponent can guarantee 100% of the loan during construction and rent-up 

There are additional affordability criteria that the project must meet as well. New builds must 

allocate 20% of the units to be less than 30% of the median household income in the area, and the 

existing building must have 80% of the units be in the lowest 30% of rents for similar homes. You 

must commit to maintain that level of affordability for 10 years.  

To apply and for more information, fill out a Certificate of Insurance form available on CMHC’s 

Mortgage Loan Insurance webpage and contact one of CMHC’s client relationship managers.  

Back to Table  

https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/nhs/co-investment-fund---housing-repair-and-renewal-stream
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/Finance-and-Investing/Mortgage-Loan-Insurance/Rental-Housing-Solutions/Affordable-Housing-Rental
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/finance-and-investing/mortgage-loan-insurance/contact-mortgage-loan-insurance
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Other External Programs 

Northern Housing Incentive 
Offered by the Northern Development Initiative Trust (“NDIT”), an independent, non-profit corporation 

that stimulates economic growth through investments. NDIT has approved and administered more 

than $206.1 million in funding to more than 3,257 projects in central and northern B.C. communities 

driving nearly $1.2 billion of investment by communities, business, and government into the region’s 

economy.  

The Northern Housing Incentive program, coined the “Dollar to the Door” program for market multi-

family home projects, provides grant funding that is funnelled through local governments. The local 

government must apply for the grant on behalf of a developer as a direct incentive upon completion 

of the development. 

Funding Available: 

 $10,000 per unit created in a multi-unit market housing project to a maximum contribution of 
$200,000. The municipality must apply for the funding, which has a quarterly intake. 

Eligibility: 

 Development must be a market multi-family housing project. 

 Project must meet a need identified in the municipality’s Housing Needs Assessment. 

o View the City of Quesnel’s Housing Needs, Gap Analysis and Housing Action Plan. 

 Project must meet the municipality’s housing incentive program policy. 

o View the City of Quesnel’s Multi-Family Housing Incentive Program. 

 Resolution of support from the municipality. 

To apply, contact the City of Quesnel Department of Development Services to discuss if your 

proposal meets NDIT’s requirements. The City must apply for the grant on your behalf. 

For more information, visit the Northern Housing Incentive webpage.  

Back to Table 

 

Affordable Housing Financing 
Offered by the Housing Investment Corporation (“HPC”), which is supported by the Canada Mortgage 

and Housing Corporation’s Affordable Housing Innovation Fund. HPC seeks to address the barriers 

that affordable housing provided have faced in accessing low-cost, long-term financing. They enable 

providers to leverage their assets and take advantage of flexibilities. If you are an affordable housing 

provider seeking new development, regeneration, renovation or acquisition financing, you are eligible 

for future lending rounds.  

Financing Available (project dependent) 

 Fixed-rate 30 or 40-year loan, 4.65% fixed rate, 6 month debt service reserve. 

 Low cost administration, financial expertise, assistance, and housing knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.quesnel.ca/city-hall/major-initiatives/housing-needs-assessment-gap-analysis-and-action-plan
https://www.northerndevelopment.bc.ca/funding-programs/housing-programs/northern-housing-incentive/
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Eligibility: (review the detailed evaluation criteria) 

1. Financial viability of the project (debt coverage requirement, loan to value) 

2. Completion of a satisfactory appraisal report, environment assessment, etc. 

3. Submission of site survey, financial statements 

 

To apply, contact HPC on their Get Started webpage. Visit the Backgrounders & Evaluation Criteria 

webpage to learn more and download the detailed evaluation criteria.  

 

Back to Table 

  

https://www.housinginvestment.ca/get-started
https://www.housinginvestment.ca/resources
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Resources 
Table 5: Non-profit Housing Providers in Quesnel 

Agency Housing Type(s) Contact 
Dakelh & Quesnel 
Community 
Housing Society 

Total: 138 units. 
32 units under the Urban Native 
Housing Program; 31 units under BC 
Housing Affordable Housing 
Programs; 37 under Rural and Native 
Housing Program; and 38 units of 
affordable housing units.  
In progress: 27 transitional housing 
units. 

www.dqchs.org/  
250.992.3306 

Quesnel Shelter & 
Support Society 

15 emergency shelter beds; 8 
transitional housing units; 28 
supportive housing units; 4 supportive 
recovering units; manages BC Housing 
subsidy program for 30 – 40 
households.   

www.seasonshouse.org/  
250.991.0222 

Quesnel Lions 
Housing Society 

30 units for independent seniors 
(managed by Dakelh & Quesnel 
Community Housing Society) 

www.qlionshousing.ca/  
250.992.8343 

Quesnel Senior 
Housing Society 

35 subsidized assisted living units at 
Maeford Place(subsidized by Northern 
Health) 

www.northernhealth.ca/locations/assi
sted-living/maeford-place 
click here 
250.992.8342 
 

Northern Health 
Authority’s 
Dunrovin Park 
Lodge 

Complex care facility with 117 beds.  www.northernhealth.ca/locations/long
-term-care/dunrovin-park-lodge 
click here 
250.985.5800 
 

Amata Transition 
House Society 

In progress: 12 units, total of 139 units 
over 3 years.  

www.amata.ca/  
24-hour crisis line 250.992.3385 

 

Table 6: Other City Resources 

Item Resource Offered Contact 
Business Resources Registry of business resources – various 

organizations and their contact 
information. 

www.quesnel.ca/business-
services/business-resources  
Economic Development Dept. 

Moving to Quesnel 
Relocation Guide 

Provides information on neighbourhoods, 
education, healthcare, and life in the City. 

www.quesnel.ca/our-
community/moving-quesnel  
Economic Development Dept. 
 

Community Resource 
Guide 

Guide to easily finding employment, skills 
training, community and social services, 
financial help, and mental health 
resources. 

www.quesnel.ca/our-
community/community-
resources/resource-guide  
Economic Development Dept. 

Homeowner Programs 
and Grants Guide 

Guide about Federal and Provincial grants 
/ loans for homeownership 

www.quesnel.ca/building-
development/housing-
initiatives/homeowner-programs-
and-grants  
Development Services Dept. 
 

https://www.dqchs.org/
https://www.seasonshouse.org/
http://www.qlionshousing.ca/
https://www.northernhealth.ca/locations/assisted-living/maeford-place
https://www.northernhealth.ca/locations/long-term-care/dunrovin-park-lodge
http://www.amata.ca/
https://www.quesnel.ca/business-services/business-resources
https://www.quesnel.ca/business-services/business-resources
https://www.quesnel.ca/our-community/moving-quesnel
https://www.quesnel.ca/our-community/moving-quesnel
https://www.quesnel.ca/our-community/community-resources/resource-guide
https://www.quesnel.ca/our-community/community-resources/resource-guide
https://www.quesnel.ca/our-community/community-resources/resource-guide
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/housing-initiatives/homeowner-programs-and-grants
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/housing-initiatives/homeowner-programs-and-grants
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/housing-initiatives/homeowner-programs-and-grants
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/housing-initiatives/homeowner-programs-and-grants
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Minimum Rental 
Standards Bylaw 1870 

Increases standards of residential rental 
properties. Assists tenants who live in 
unsafety and unhealthy accommodation. 

www.quesnel.ca/city-hall/major-
initiatives/housing-initiatives and 
www.quesnel.ca/municipal-
services/bylaw-enforcement/rental-
standards  
Development Services Dept. and 
Bylaw services  
 

Affordable Housing 
Myths, Facts, and 
Suites 

Short poster de-bunking common myths 
about affordable housing. 

www.quesnel.ca/building-
development/housing-
initiatives/affordable-housing  
Development Services Dept. 

Housing Initiatives in 
Quesnel 

Short poster outlying Quesnel’s successes 
and next steps relating to Housing, from 
the November 2019 Public open house. 

www.quesnel.ca/building-
development/housing-initiatives  
Development Services Dept. 

Façade Improvement 
Grant 

Provides grants to property and business 
owners to renovate, restore, or redesign 
commercial building facades.  

www.quesnel.ca/business-
services/incentives/city-incentives  
Development Services Dept. 

Official Community 
Plan  

OCP guides the development of the City to 
2030.  

www.quesnel.ca/building-
development/planning-and-
zoning/official-community-plan  
Development Services Dept. 

Zoning Bylaw Zoning Bylaw regulates use of the land 
throughout the City. 

www.quesnel.ca/building-
development/planning-
zoning/zoning-and-land-use  
Development Services Dept. 

Maps & GIS Q-City Maps, online mapping tool to find 
data relating to land use.  

www.quesnel.ca/building-
development/mapping  
Development Services Dept. 
 

Permits and 
Applications 

Relevant forms required for developing in 
the City.   

www.quesnel.ca/building-
development/building-permits  
Development Services Dept. 
 

 

Table 7: Other External Resources  

Organization Resources Offered Contact 
Nazko First Nation 
Housing Programs 

Housing Department information to meet 
needs for sustainable housing for Band 
members. 

nazkoband.ca/?page_id=28  
250.992.7982 

Province of B.C. 
Adaptable Housing 
Standards Summary 

Provides an overview of the Adaptable 
Housing Standards added to the BC 
Building Code. 

www.housing.gov.bc.ca/ 
building/reg/accessible/index.htm  
click here 

CMHC Accessible and 
Adaptable Housing 

Provides research and design for 
accessible housing (universal, aging in 
place, adaptable models, etc.) 

www.housing.gov.bc.ca/ 
building/reg/accessible/index.htm 
click here 

BC Non-Profit Housing 
Corporation 

Provincial umbrella organization for the 
non-profit housing sector. Provides guides, 
educational courses, and a supplier 
directory.  

bcnpha.ca/  

The Co-operative 
Housing Federation of 
BC 

Unite, represent and serve co-ops. Provides 
education, planning, resources for 
governance, and events.  

www.chf.bc.ca/  

BC Society of 
Transition Houses 

Provincial umbrella organization through 
training, resources, advocacy and research.  

bcsth.ca/  

Canadian Home 
Builders Association 

“Voice of Canada’s residential construction 
industry.” Provides education and support 

www.chba.ca/  

https://www.quesnel.ca/city-hall/major-initiatives/housing-initiatives
https://www.quesnel.ca/city-hall/major-initiatives/housing-initiatives
https://www.quesnel.ca/municipal-services/bylaw-enforcement/rental-standards
https://www.quesnel.ca/municipal-services/bylaw-enforcement/rental-standards
https://www.quesnel.ca/municipal-services/bylaw-enforcement/rental-standards
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/housing-initiatives/affordable-housing
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/housing-initiatives/affordable-housing
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/housing-initiatives/affordable-housing
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/housing-initiatives
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/housing-initiatives
https://www.quesnel.ca/business-services/incentives/city-incentives
https://www.quesnel.ca/business-services/incentives/city-incentives
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/planning-and-zoning/official-community-plan
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/planning-and-zoning/official-community-plan
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/planning-and-zoning/official-community-plan
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/planning-zoning/zoning-and-land-use
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/planning-zoning/zoning-and-land-use
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/planning-zoning/zoning-and-land-use
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/mapping
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/mapping
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/building-permits
http://www.quesnel.ca/building-development/building-permits
http://nazkoband.ca/?page_id=28
http://www.housing.gov.bc.ca/building/reg/accessible/index.htm
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/developing-and-renovating/accessible-adaptable-housing
https://bcnpha.ca/
https://www.chf.bc.ca/
https://bcsth.ca/
https://www.chba.ca/
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on a variety of topics like buying new, 
renovating, contracts, and housing 
information in Canada. 

Canadian Housing and 
Renewal Association 

National non-profit dedication to supporting 
and strengthening the social housing 
sector. Provides educational opportunities 
and professional research. 

chra-achru.ca/  

Sustainable Housing 
Initiative 

Consulting firm for affordable housing. 
Provides free guides and templates for 
developing a business case for affordable 
housing.  

www.housingredefined.org/  

LandlordBC Resources and support to manage a rental 
property. Conducts educational workshops. 

landlordbc.ca/  

British Columbia 
Institute of Planners 

Regulates professional planners in BC. Find 
a registered planner or consulting firm from 
their registry.  

www.pibc.bc.ca/  

Association of British 
Columbia Land 
Surveyors  

Regulates the land surveying practice in BC. 
Find a registered land surveyor through their 
registry.  

www.abcls.ca/  

Association of 
Professional 
Engineers and 
Geoscientists of 
British Columbia 

Regulates engineers and geoscientists in 
BC. Find a registered engineer or 
geoscientist through their registry. 

www.egbc.ca/  

BC Assessment Produces property assessments on an 
annual basis. View market trends and 
search properties. 

www.bcassessment.ca/  

BC Land Title and 
Survey 

Responsible for administering the land title 
and survey systems in BC. View their 
ParcelMap system, hire a profession, and 
order documents/plans.  

ltsa.ca/  

 

 

https://chra-achru.ca/
https://www.housingredefined.org/
https://landlordbc.ca/
https://www.pibc.bc.ca/
https://www.abcls.ca/
https://www.egbc.ca/
https://www.bcassessment.ca/
https://ltsa.ca/

